SOP'S SIMPLE TRUTHS (04).

December 14, 2008.

Introduction.

When the Lord saved you, what did He do and whatHg accomplish in your life?

Most likely, you were not immediately aware of sa&ef the things that happened to
you. As a matter of fact there are far too manyis@ians in our world who are not aware
of what God accomplished in their lives when Heesathem. When God saved you in
Christ several amazing and miraculous things haggbém you. Today | want to take you
on a brief survey of how God described you befooe were saved, what God
accomplished when He saved you, and the spiritaalyou have become embroiled in.
Lord willing, next week we shall look at the bagidnciples you must follow for the

maintenance of your Christian life.

). Before You Were Saved.

The Biblical description of you as a sinner is tjtedevastating. It shows the
impossibility of you being saved without the prgmacious working of God in you. The
most important description of you as a sinner & tyou were dead, spiritually dead.
Paul wrote to the Ephesians and described thee bdore they were converted to Christ
as follows, “you were dead in your trespasses and sins.” (Eph.2:1). Paul said to
the Colossians, “you were dead in your transgressions.” (Col.2:13). Paul said
concerning both Jews and Gentile$pr there is no distinction; for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God.” (Rom.3:22-23). And in Rom.5:12 Paul said sin
brought death to all. IlRom.8:6 Paul said,“the mind set on the flesh is death.” The

mind that is controlled by our corrupted fallenuratis death itself.



What are the characteristics of this spiritual d@atln a word, it is the sinner’s total
inability to respond to the things of God. Jesaid én Matt.13:13, “while seeing they
do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.” Spiritual
death is manifested by spiritual blindness, smtitdeafness and a lack of spiritual
understanding. 1nIN.8:43 Jesus asked the JewsYhy do you not understand what |
am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word.” Note the word“cannot”. It

is literally, “you are not able” and speaks of an inherent inability that the efiraannot
overcome by his own power. Note the repetitionhaf word “cannot” in the verses |

will be mentioning.

In Jn.3:3 Jesus said to Nicodemus&Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” “Truly, truly” is the very solemrl tell
you the truth.” The verb“see” also meansperceive or understand”. In vs.5 Jesus
added, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he
cannot enter the kingdom of God.” Note the two important descriptions of spiritual

inability here : “cannot see ... cannot enter.”

In 2Cor.4:4 we are told, “the god of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of
Christ.” 1Cor.2:14 says, “But a natural (unsaved)man does not accept the things

of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand
them, because they are spiritually appraised.” Take note of the words‘cannot
understand”. The unsaved man cannot understand the thinGodf He does not have
the spiritual ability to understand the things adds The result is he regards them as
foolishness and does not accept thebCor.1:18 says “the word (message)of the

cross is foolishness to those who are perishing.”

Please turn toRom.8. Paul speaks here abotithe mind set on the flesh.” This is a
description of the sinner. Th#flesh” is the sinner’s fallen corrupt sinful nature. eTh
mind of the sinner is controlled by his fallen agot sinful nature. In a real sense his

mind is the slave of his fallen corrupt sinful natu Speaking about the sinner’s slavery



Jesus said,“Truly, truly, | say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of
sin.” (JUn.8:34). Note again the solemrtruly, truly.” In Rom.6:17 & 20 Paul
described sinners as slaves of sin who do the tgdalf sin. In 2Tim.2:26 we are told

that sinners are held captive by Satan to do His wi

But going back toRom.8 now. Vs.6 says, “the mind set on the flesh is death.” Paul
did not say, “the mind set on the flesh will die.” Paul said, “the mind set on the
flesh IS death.” The mind set on the flesh is at this very monuaedth itself. Vs.7
says, “the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for (because)it does not
subject itself to the law of God, for (becausel)t is not even able to do so.” This is a
very frightening description‘The mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God.” The
mind set on the flesh is an active avowed enem@ad. The mind set on the flesh is

actively waging war against God.

The primary manifestation of this war against Gedthiat the mind of the sinner does not
subject itself to or obey the law of God. The vefbubject” speaks of military
obedience, unquestioning obedience, that is aniehesl that does not challenge God'’s
sovereign authority. The reason why the mind sethe flesh does not obey God is that
“it is not even able to do so.” The mind set on the flesh does not have thetgairi
ability to move the will to obey God. Put this sitly side with what Jesus said to the
Jewish religious teachers idn.5:40, “you do not will to come to Me so that you
may have life”, that is, salvation. InIn.6:44 Jesus said;No one is able to come to

Me unless the Father who sent me draws him.” Note that : they do not will

because they do not have the spiritual ability ilb W hey are spiritually dead.

Paul rounded off his description iRom.8:8 with these words,'those who are in the
flesh cannot please God.” The sinner lacks the ability to please God intlaimg he
does. The sinners thinks, maybe my good works pldase God. Maybe my prayers

will please God. But God says to the sinner, tierething you can do to please Me.



By way of summary, the sinner is spiritually blirdeaf, unable to understand, unable to
enter, unable to move his will to obey, unablelEape God, and unable to move his will

to come to Jesus for life. In other words, thexeims dead in his trespasses and sins.

). What God Did.

We come now, in the second place, to consider @ldtdid when He saved you. Please
turn to Eph.2:1-5. (read). You were dead in your trespasses and singhidnstate of
spiritual death you were dominated by the worlatated to by Satan, dedicated to the
flesh and destined for hell. In the words ©6.12, you had no hope and you were
without God in this world. Then something happen®aul said“But God.” Someone
has described’but” as the conjunction of hope for hopeless sinn&@sd intervened.
God who is infinitely gracious, rich in mercy anckgt in love, He intervened. And what
did He do?

He “made us alive together with Christ.” We were spiritually dead. What we needed
was life, spiritual life. God intervened and madealive. In Col.2:13 Paul wrote,
“When you were dead ... He made you alive together with [Christ].” This work of
God is also called the doctrine of regeneratiomait you to note that it is not the sinner
who makes himself / herself alive by taking certawtions or following certain steps. It
is God who makes the sinner alive. The sinnerrdmrtes absolutely nothing here. This

is a gracious and sovereign work of God alone énsihner.

Please turn toJn.3. In Jn.3:3 & 7 Jesus described this being made alive as being
“born again” or “born from above”. Out of this came the expressidithe new birth”.

In vs.8 Jesus used the expressiofhorn of the Spirit.” The verbs Jesus used are
passive and emphasize what is being done to tmersinNow note vs.8. Jesus said,
“The winds blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know
where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the

Spirit.” The basic point here is that the new birth i®@eseign and mysterious work of



God’s Spirit in the sinner. The verlis born” is perfect tense and points to the fact that

the results of this work of the Spirit are undefealnnmistakable and irrevocable.

The work of salvation that God begins in the sinwiéh the new birth ends with the
conversion of the sinner to Christ. This entiregass, once it gets started with the new
birth, moves forward irresistibly towards its fingoal of the conversion of the sinner to
Christ. Paul summarized this irresistible prodesas in Rom.8:29-30. Please turn to
Rom.8:29-30. Paul wrote, “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to
become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn
among many brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called; and
these whom he called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also

glorified.”

In these verses Paul takes us from eternity pastamity future. He takes from God’s
electing love and choice of us in eternity pasings us into time with God’s effectual
call and saving us and then takes us to our filwalfigation in the future. | want you to
note that Paul speaks of our final glorificationtie Greek aorist or past tense. Why?
For Paul this was a done deaCharles Hodge wrote, “that tense [of the verb] is
employed, because Paul is speaking of that God, who sees the end from the
beginning, and in whose decree and purpose all future events are comprehended

and fixed.”

When God makes the sinner alive in Christ, He alsenges all the characteristics of the
sinner’s spiritual death. The sinner receivesitsir sight, hearing and understanding.
(cf. Matt.13:16). The sinner hears the gospel and understand$&.gospel is no longer
foolishness. The gospel is now the wisdom of Gudi the power of God unto salvation.
(Rom.1:16; 1Cor.1:18, 23, 24). In hearing and understanding the gospel, theesi

wills his mind to repent of his sins and believehia Lord Jesus Christ for salvation.

In saving you, God forgives your sins in Christ amgbutes to you the righteousness of

Christ. God also works in you radical spirituatlanoral change. He makes you into a



new creation in Christ.2Cor.5:17). You are now a spiritually and morally new perso
You are freed from your slavery to sin and Satéef. Rom.6:14; Col.1:13). You are
freed to obey Christ and you will to obey Chriétf. Rom.6:16-19). God removes all the
spiritual and moraf‘cannots” or inabilities that once marked you. Now, as Paudl, “I
can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” (Phil.4:13). | continually have
the strength or ability to do all things througmtHivho is continually infusing strength or

power into me.

). A Different War.

We saw fromRom.8:7 that as a sinner you were the active enemy of &wllyou were
at war with God. Paul confirms this fact @ol.1:21 where he said that as a sinner you
were “alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds.” The day you became a
Christian the war changed. On that day you becamigroiled in a different kind of war.
Now Satan has declared war on you. And the renadiss in you have declared war on
you. The question arises how do you deal with these new enemies?

Firstly, how do you deal with Satan? You must keep indntirat Satan and his legions
of fallen angels are defeated foes. When the Uesls died on the cross He defeated
Satan. (cfJn.12:31). As a Christian, Christ’s victory is your victor Christ’s victory is
your victory because you are in Christ. As a maitdact, as we have seen so often, you

are a Christian because you are in Christ.

Now, Satan’s defeat does not mean he is powerlé$s.is powerful and if you are
careless and presumptuous, you would quickly disctmow easily he can defeat you.
Turn to 1Pet.5:8-9. “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the deuvil,
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. But resist him,
firm in your faith....” Peter is warning you that Satan is your adversanyr enemy. He
is no ordinary enemy who must be taken for granteté is pictured as an energetic,
fierce and determined enemy and his goal is toucaptou and bring you down.



Peter's commands to you for dealing with Satarsheep. His commands call for urgent
and immediate action. The commandBe of sober spirit, be on the alert”, call for
active moral and spiritual vigilance against Saténs the opposite to any kind of moral
and spiritual slothfulness. Moral and spirituabtsfulness opens the door to Satan’s
attacks. In Jn.14:30 Jesus said,“the ruler of the world is coming, and he has
nothing in Me.” This must be our approach to dealing with Satas.far as is possible

for us, we must leave no door open for him.

Next, Peter said;resist him, firm in your faith.” The verb“resist” is a military word
that literally means‘to stand against”. This verb is also used iActs 13:8 to describe
Elymas’ strong opposition to Paul as Paul presetitedjospel to the proconsul, Sergius
Paulus. It is used to describe Paul’'s strong dfipongo Peter's compromise in Antioch.
(Gal.2:11). It is also used to describe how Jannes and r&mmdpposed Moses, how
apostates oppose the truth and how Alexander thpecsmith opposed Paul’s teaching.
(2Tim.3:8; 4:14-15).

The verb speaks of an active resistance. It tsllthat the Christian must take an active,
definite and solid stand against the devdihomas Schreiner wrote, “Resistance ... is
not passive but represents active engagement against a foe. Believers will not
triumph over the devil if they remain passive.” Note carefully that we are told to
“resist” the devil. We are not told to cast out the deviesus did that. (cin.12:31).
We are not told to rebuke the devil. We are nlat to crush the devil with our feet. We
are not told to flee from the devil. The word obd>tells us to “flee immorality”
(1Cor.6:18); “flee from idolatry” (1Cor.10:14); flee from the love of money
(1Tim.6:10-11); “flee from youthful lusts” (2Tim.2:22). On the other handlas.4:7
says, “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” Note that, you take an active solid
stand in resisting the devil and he will flee frgou.

How are we to resist the devil? Peter sdidsist him, firm in your faith.” (Literal :
“firm in the faith of you.”) We resist the devil by not giving in to him. W&sist the

devil by remaining firm in the faith we have comted ourselves to. The wortfirm”



also means hard, solid and compact, like a roak.hi$ inner attitude, the Christian
should stand firm and unyielding like granite rackesisting Satan:The faith” is the
true gospel message that must be adhered to. ryioes in standing firm in the work of
Christ on the cross, where He defeated the devil.

Schreiner noted, “The call to resistance does not summon believers to do
Herculean acts on God'’s behalf. Believers are not encouraged to gather all their
resources to do great works for God.” Resisting the devil means that believers must
remain firm in their trust in God and in the greattory He accomplished through the
Lord Jesus Christ on the cross. In other words,dévil will do all he can to make the
Christian life difficult for you. But the way toedl with the devil is not difficult. The
way to deal with the devil is by remaining firmiyé to the faith as revealed to us in the
word of God. The problem is that we do not ren@onsistently and firmly true to the
faith. This is why we get into all kinds of diffities and then we say,’being a
Christian is so hard.”

This brings us to the problem of indwelling sins A sinner, you were the slave of sin.
Sin was your master. Sin ruled you. When God éanaei, He set you free from your
slavery to sin. Sin’s dominion over you was reedepowerless. (cfRom.6:6-7). In
Rom.6:14 Paul wrote,“sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law
but under grace.” The problem is that although sin is no longer yoaster, sin is still

a very powerful foe. This is what Paul describ@sus in Rom.7:14-25. Please turn to
Rom.7:14-25.

As a Christian, Paul discovered a fierce war talgtege in him. Paul loved the word of
God. He said,’l joyfully concur with the law of God.” (vs.22). He said the willing is
present in him to do good.vg(18). But doing the good he wants to do is not tfzstye
In vs.19 he said,“The good that | want, | do not, but | practice the very evil | do
not want.” In vs.23 he said,’l see a different law in the members of my body
waging war against he law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin

which is in my members.” In other words, indwelling sin is waging war ommh



resisting him, even defeating him. This battleiagfasin was so fierce and frustrating,
Paul cried out,“Wretched man that | am! Who will set me free from the body of
this death?” (vs.24).

How do we deal with indwelling sin? Before | answiee question, let me say two
things. Firstly, if you are experiencing this waad with sin, be greatly comforted. This
is a very important point for the assurance of ysaivation. If you are not saved, sin
will not wage war on you. If you are not savedy yoe the slave of sin and you do sin’s
bidding. But if you are saved you are not the slaf sin. You will resist sin’s
temptations. You will resist and refuse to do sihidding. And sin will wage war on
you. The conflict with sin will be non-stop. Ilhe& words of Eccl.8:8, there is no

discharge from this war.

Secondly, your final freedom from indwelling sinforal victory over indwelling sin will
only take place when you die or if Christ returnsfdoe you die. Paul had this
eschatological view in mind ilRom.7:24-25. Paul asked the questian“Who will free

me from the body of this death?” He answered with a joyful eschatological shout,
“Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” Paul’'s eyes are on that final
victory. He knows that final victory is coming atigde anticipation of this victory in
Christ makes his heart leap and shout with joyt iBuhe interim the reality is the war
continues. And this is this point in the rest @.25, “So then, on the one hand |
myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh,

the law of sin.”

Now Brethren, how do we deal with indwelling sinwant to point out two answers
from Paul. Firstly, inEph.4:22 Paul said“lay aside the old self.” Take it off like an
old dirty garment and lay it aside. Ins.24 he said, “put on the new self.” The
position is that you are no long&id” . You are“new” in Christ. The practical reality
is that you must now begin the process of becomwhgt you are in Christ by daily

taking off the old and putting on the new.
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From vss.25-31 Paul shows you how this is done. He said if goaia person who was
marked by telling lies, lay aside falsehood andimég speak truth. If you were a person
who was marked by stealing, lay aside stealing siad working to provide what you

need and keep some to share with others. The gaimieis made inCol.3:8-11.

The second answer comes froRom.8:13 where Paul said;put to death the deeds

of the body.” By “body”, most likely Paul had in mindthe body of this death” he
spoke about inRom.7:24. How do we deal with indwelling sin? We must the deeds

of indwelling sin to death. We must be killing theeds of sin. The verb is present tense
and this indicates continuing activity. This ig something you will do once for all and

be done with it. This is a daily duty. This isagenty-four / seven duty.

There must be no compromise with sin in your lifedwelling sin is not your friend.

Indwelling sin is your avowed and implacable enenijnere must be no truce with sin.
Indwelling sin is actively, continually and unret@gly waging war against you. You
must wage war against sin in the same manner.s ifary goal is to destroy you.

Your primary goal in waging war against sin is estloy sin.

There is only one way for the believer in Christdial with sin — kill sin! But do not
attempt to Kill sin in your own strength. Pauldsatfif by the Spirit you are putting to
death the deeds of the body.” Kill sin trusting in God’s Spirit and in the shgth
God’s Spirit supplies. Kill sin with the warfareeapons the Spirit has given to you. In
2Cor.10:4 Paul said, “the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh.” The
weapons of our warfare are spiritual. The two mirgiortant weapons in our warfare
against sin is the sword of the Spirit which iswWrd of God and the weapon calléall
prayer”. (Eph.6:17-18).

The Lord Jesus made effective used of these wedpdtis battles against Satan and He
won. InMatt.4:1-11 the Lord answered every one of Satan’s temptsiwath the word

of God. For every temptation Jesus responded Witlhs written” and then quoted from
the O.T. The word of God was used to defeat Safdre Son of God used the word of
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God to defeat Satan. And we must follow His exanprhe Lord Jesus was not using
some new technique in His war against Satan. Tdnd lesus was following the proven
simple method found in the O.TPsa.119:11 says, “Your word | have treasured in
my heart, that | may not sin against You.” Vs.9 says, “How can a young man
keep his way pure? By keeping it according to your word.” Psa.37:31 says, “The

law of God is in his heart; His steps do not slip.”

Now | want you to note: killing sin in your life is your responsibilityYou have to do
this. Praying that God will kill sin in your lifes a useless prayer. You ought to be
praying that God will give you the grace, the sythn the boldness and the wisdom to
kill sin in your life. Note also that as you engag the negative activity of killing sin, at
the same time you must engage in the positive iacii¥ obeying God. If you are not
actively and deliberately seeking to obey God, yalend up obeying sin.

Turn to Matt.12:43-45. (read). When sin is not replaced with obedience to Guuat

will happen?

The gospel is simple. The principles for living tB@hristian life successfully are simple.

Do not make it complex.



