CHRI ST CAME TO SAVE.

March 21, 2008.

Introduction.

Please turn with me in your Bibles tbTim.1:1-17. (read). This first epistle from Paul

to Timothy was written after Paul’s first imprisoent and sometime before his second
imprisonment and execution. The approximate datehiis first epistle isAD.61 — 63

Paul had left Timothy in Ephesus to continue dephwith the church regarding the
problem of false teachers and their heresies. tdéewvthis letter to give him counsel. As
he said in3:15, “l write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in

the household of God.” In 1:12-17 Paul shared some personal testimony about his

own conversion to Christ. This evening | wantdous your minds orvs.15.

For the purposes of study this verse can be brokewn into various parts. It will be
impossible to study each part in isolation withawaking reference to the other parts.
The overlapping is unavoidable. We can dividevise as follows

1). “Itis a trustworthy statement.”

2). “Deserving full acceptance.”

3). “Christ Jesus came into the world.”

4). “Christ Jesus came ... to save sinners.”

5). “I am foremost of all” or among sinners.

). Christ Jesus Came Into The World.

| want to begin our study with the third statement “Christ Jesus came into the

world.” The name“Jesus” is our Lord’s given name, given to Him by His k@t In



Matt.1:21 the angel said to Joseptyou shall call His name Jesus.” In Lk.1:31 the
angel said to Mary,"you shall name Him Jesus.” In Lk.2:21 we read,“before His
circumcision, His name was then called Jesus, the name given by the angel
before He was conceived in the womb.” The name “Jesus” means “Jehovah

saves.” The name points to our Lord’s calling, to whatwi#é do.

The name “Christ” means “Anointed One”. Spurgeon noted that the Father sent
Jesus anointed by the Holy Spirit, prepared, fittpdhlified, and endowed for the work of
saving. When Jesus went into the synagogue atrdltazaHe applied to Himself the
words of the prophet Isaiah;The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.” (Lk.4:17-18). We are told in the
gospels that the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus aféewas baptized by John the Baptist.
Lk.3:21-22 tells us that after Jesus was baptized He wasngand the Holy Spirit
descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove. Uk.4:1 we read,“Jesus, full of the
Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan”, and He went into the wilderness to face the
devil. Lk.4:14 describes for us the beginning of Jesus’ preachigching ministry.

Vs.14 says,“Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit.”

“Christ Jesus came into the world” points to thancarnation of our Lord. But at the
same time it also points to Hme-existence In Jn.16:28 Jesus said,'| came forth
from the Father and have come into the world; | am leaving the world again and
going to the Father.” Jn.13:3 says Jesushad come forth from God and was going
back to God.” In Jn.8:42 Jesus said;l have come from God.” In Jn.6:38 Jesus
said, “I have come down from heaven.” In Jn.3:13 Jesus told Nicodemus that He

descended from heaven.

The pre-existence of Jesus points to ¢hisnity . The One who came into this world was
no ordinary human being. He was man, fully manHbeitwas no ordinary man. He was
fully man and fully God. Let us note a couple esrshat demonstrate this truth. John
said, “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory

as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (Jn.1:14). The



Word, who is the eternal OneJn(1:1), entered time and became a flesh and blood
human being. John the Baptist was six months dlugm Jesus and yet John declared

twice, “He existed before me.” (Jn.1:15, 30).

In Jn.8:58 Jesus said to the JewsTruly, truly, | say to you, before Abraham was
born, I am.” “Truly, truly” or “Amen, Amen”, is the solemn formula which a person
used to confirm a covenant or an oath. When Jesed it, it emphasized the solemnity,
importance and authority of His statements. Theiaghis very simple inJn.8:58 :
either Jesus told the truth that He is the etdrAdl who was revealed to Moses or He is
a recklessly daring blasphemous liar. The Jeweepitip stones to stone Him because as

far as they were concerned Jesus was blaspheming.

It is important to be noted also that Jesus didcoate into this world of His own accord.
He came because it was His Father’'s will. He cdmeause His Father sent Him.
Jn.3:17 informs us that God sent His Son into the worlid. Jn.5:36 Jesus said;the
Father has sent Me.” In Jn.6:38 Jesus said;For | have come down from heaven,
not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.” There are several other
verses that can be quoted from the gospel of Jolnll mention one more. InJn.7:28-
29 Jesus declared to the Jews at the feast of Bodthsve not come of Myself, but
He who sent me is true, whom you do not know. | know Him, because | am from
Him, and He sent Me.” Finally, in Gal.4:4-5 we read, “But when the fullness of
the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so
that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the

adoption of sons.”

It is an indisputable historical fact that Jesuss visrn into this world just over two

thousand years ago. Early historians, be theyslev@reek and Roman, bear testimony
to this fact that One called Jesus lived in theetohPilate, the Roman governor of Judea.
These historians bear testimony to the fact alab desus was tried by Pilate, sentenced

and executed by crucifixion. In recent times amgaing barrage of attacks has been



launched against the historicity of Jesus. Pe@ple various quarters have become

desperate to prove that the Jesus of the Bibletia historical figure.

Have you ever noticed that over the last few yé#laesdating system has been changed
from B.C.toB.C.E., thatis, from “Before Christ” to “Before the Common Era”?
Why the change? To have Christ's name in our datystem is to acknowledge that He
is a historical figure and more than a historiagufe. It is to acknowledge that His
entrance into this world loomed so large and crkatech an impact that history itself
was divided. Those who hate Jesus and Christianéydetermined that the world must

not acknowledge these established facts about.Jesus

In response to these many and ongoing attackseohistoricity of Jesus, several Biblical
scholars have written well-researched and well-demted books affirming and proving
the historicity of Jesus and the historical relipof the Biblical accounts and the early
secular historical accounts concerning the lifdedus. But here is the factdenial of a
truth does not turn that truth into a falsehoodidity a truth or pretending it does not
exist does not make that truth disappear. Thisedesson the communists learned after

fifty plus years. The truth is Christ Jesus came into the world.

). Christ Came To Save Sinners.

This brings us to our second major point seen intext : “Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners.” The word “sinners” tells us that human beings are in a
condition from which they must be saved. The wdikinners” is used to describe
human beings as disobedient to God, unrighteousnaaed from God and lost. The
Bible presents to us a consistent picture of faftem’s condition before God. Consider

with me the following sampling from Old & New Testants.

Eccl.7:20 says,“there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does

good and who never sins.”



1Kings 8:46 *“there is no man who does not sin.”

Psa.14:3, “There is no one who does good, not even one.”

Prov.20:9, “Who can say, ‘I have cleansed my heart, | am pure from sin’?”

|sa.64:6, “all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our
righteous deeds are like a filthy garment.”

Jer.17:9, “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick;

who can understand it?

Rom.3:9, “both Jews and Greeks are all under sin.”
Rom.3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
Gal.3:22, “The Scripture has shut up everyone under sin.”

Eph.2:1, “You were dead in your trespasses and sins.”

What is sin? The Biblical definition of sin is found ii1Jn.3:4. This verse says:sin is
lawlessness”, that is, sin is breaking law, God’s law or Gorksealed word.Why do
we sin? We sin because we are sinners. Paul tells uRam.5:12 that sin entered the
world through one man’s disobedience. That one makdam. But sin did not come
alone. Death came through sin. Adam’s sin infik¢tee entire human race yet to be
born. For this reason every human being born ihi® world is born a sinner. David
recognized this fact when he declared Rsa.51:5, “Behold, | was brought forth in
iniquity.”

The Bible does not teach that every child is barmocent and sinless. The Bible does
not teach that this innocent sinless child becoasmner only after committing its first
sin. The Bible teaches that every child born itits world is born a sinner, is born
infected and corrupted by sin. You do not havéeteeh a child to sinPsa.58:3 says,
“The wicked are estranged from the womb; These who speak lies go astray from
birth.” 1sa.48:8 says, “you have been called a rebel from birth.” The child does not

sin to become a sinner. The child sins because &leeady a sinner.



What is the divine penalty for sin for breaking God's Law? The divine penalty is
death. This death is described is three ways énBible : spiritual death, physical
death, the second deatlEzek.18:4 says, “The soul who sins must die.” Vs.20
repeats, “The person who sins will die.” Rom.6:23 says, “the wages of sin is

death.” Let us consider this three-fold description.

The Bible makes it clear that because we are bsrsirmers, we are bospiritually
dead It is for this reason Paul said to the Ephesiafigou were dead in your
trespasses and sins.” (Eph.2:1, 5). Col.2:13 says, “you were dead in your
transgressions.” Rom.8:6 says, “the mind set on the flesh is death.” The verse
does not say,'the mind set on the flesh will die.” The verse saysithe mind set on
the flesh is death”, death itself. To be spiritually dead is to bparated from God and
to lack the ability to respond to the things of Go@f. Eph.2:12; 1Cor.2:14). To be
spiritual dead is to be hostile to God and to refizssobey God’s word.Rpom.8:7).

Secondly, because of sin, we will atlie physically. Heb.9:27 says, “it is appointed

for men to die once and after this comes the judgment.” In a world that is fast
approaching a population total of seven billiongleppeople are dying at the rate of two
per second. On the other hand the birth rate esagvng four per second. Every human
being has an appointment with physical death becatisin. Some die at birth. Some
die as youths. Some die as young adults. Somatdreddle age. Some grow old and
then die. Paul wrote irRCor.4:16, “our outer (physical) man is decaying”, that is,

growing old, and this decaying leads to deathd &in is the cause.

Thirdly, when sinners die they come face to face with vthatBible describes abke
second death. This second death is the sentence the Divine Jpdgees on sinners
during the final judgment.Rev.20:14 says this second death is the lake of fire. In
Matt.25:41 & 46 Jesus described this as eternal fire and etgmmalshment. This
second death is what we commonly describétad!l” . An eternal hell is waiting every
sinner in this world. And eternal hell is waitifigr you if you are not saved. When
Rom.6:23 says, “the wages of sin is death”, this is the death that is being primarily



emphasized. We know this because this death i¢rasted with eternal life in
Rom.6:23.

As a sinner you are facing an indescribable pefihat peril is an eternal hell. You
cannot save yourself from the peril of hell. Amatter of fact there is absolutely nothing
you can do to save yourself from the peril of hddlyou are to be saved from the peril of
hell, someone will have to save you. That is dyashat Jesus came to ddChrist

Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”

| want you to clearly understand somethirtegek.18:4 says, “The soul who sins will
die.” Rom.6:23 says, “The wages of sin is death.” The penalty God has set for sin is
death. Let me repeat that the penalty God has set for sin is death. Tmalpgis not
good works. The penalty is not charity. The pgna not religious works and
sacrifices. There is only one penalty God ha$metin and that is death. And that death
is the second death of the lake of fire. Here#s the very reason why you cannot save

yourself and you need someone to save you.

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Let us note the following.
Firstly, Jesus is the only Savior of sinners. The argdlt® Joseph;you shall call His
name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” (Matt.1:21). The literal
emphasis may be paraphrased as follow$you shall call His name Jesus, for He
Himself will save His people from their sins”, or, “for it is He alone who will save
His people from their sins.” In Lk.5:32 Jesus said,l have not come to call the
righteous but sinners to repentance.” In Lk.19:10 Jesus said;For the Son of Man

has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

In Lk.24:47 Jesus said that repentance for forgiveness sfrsirst be proclaimed in His
name. InJn.10:27-28 Jesus said;My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and
they follow Me; and I give to them eternal life.” The literal emphasis is “and I,
and | alone, give to them eternal life.” In Acts4:12 Peter declared concerning Jesus

before the Jewish religious courtthere is salvation in no one else; for there is no



other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be
saved.” And in Acts 10:43 Peter declared to the Gentiles gathered in thesdof

Cornelius that everyone who believes in Jesusvesdorgiveness of sins.

Secondly, why is it that Jesus alone is the Savior of sisheThe simple Biblical answer
is that Jesus died for sinnerRom.5:8 says, “while we were yet sinners, Christ died

for us.” 1Cor.15:3 says, “Christ died for our sins.” Gal.1:3-4 says,“the Lord Jesus
Christ ... gave Himself for our sins.” The Lord Jesus Christ came into this world and
lived a perfectly sinless life. And then He todble tplace of sinners, took their sins upon
Himself, took their penalty of death upon Himsatidadied in their place. The Law of
God demands death for sin. If the sinner is tsdad, someone must take his place and
died in his stead. That someone must be perfsntlgss. Only one person was qualified

to do this and that person is the Lord Jesus Christ

No one else in this world was qualified to do whesus did on behalf of sinners. Noah
could not do it because he was a sinner. Abrahamdaot do it because he was a
sinner. Moses could not do it because he wasresinJloshua could not do it because he
was a sinner. Samuel could not do it because lseansinner. David could not do it
because he was a sinner. We can go on and ortheitlist but we will never find one
man who was qualified to die for sinners. We caadrch the world with utmost care,
we will not find one man who was or is qualifieddie for sinners. The world had only
one perfectly sinless person and that is the Lesig Christ, the Son of God. He was
born without sin. He lived a perfectly sinles®lif And this qualified Him to take the

place of sinners and die on behalf of sinners.

Thirdly, the verse says;Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Note

carefully, Jesus did not come to help sinners sheeselves. Jesus did not come to
show sinners how to save themselves. Jesus dicbnm to give sinners a half salvation
and then leave the rest up to them. When it caméleir soul’s salvation, sinners are
helpless Rom.5:6) hopeless Eph.2:12) and lost. I(k.19:10). Jesus came to save
sinners. Jesus came to rescue them from God’sattearath in hell. Jesus came to



deliver them from the penalty and power of sim.3:17 says, God did not send His
Son into the world to judge (condemn) the world, but that the world might be

saved through Him.” Sin condemns the sinner. Jesus came to sawsinn

Y. 1 Am Foremost.

This brings us to our third point. Paul saitiChrist Jesus came into the world to
save sinners.” And then he added;among whom | am foremost of all.” Paul’s
testimony is, among sinners, he is the foremost ddat Christ Jesus showed mercy to
him and saved him. Why would Paul describe himaslthe foremost among sinners?

Was Paul exaggerating? Let us see.

Paul was a Jew and a Pharisee. He descended flora af very strict and devout
Pharisees. Acts 23:6). The Pharisees were those who kept the Law givdhoses very
strictly. Paul said inActs 26:5, “I lived as a Pharisee according to the strictest sect

of our religion.” In Gal.1:14 we discover that Paul was a brilliant young médmowas
advancing in Judaism by leaps and bounds and heextemmely zealous for the Jewish
faith. In Acts 22:3 we learned that Paul was educated under Gamahel,of the

leading rabbis of his day.

From Phil.3:5-6 we discover that according to the standards af®dewish faith and
Pharisaical beliefs, Paul had seven great pointgsrfavor. But national and religious
heritage, religious training, good works and gre@al for one’s religion do not save.
Paul discovered one day that God sees all thesgsttas rubbish Phil.3:8), as filthy
rags (sa.64:6) and utterly useless for his soul's salvatioraulRliscovered that instead
of having seven great points, he had less thanpardgs before God. He was in the red
when it comes to his soul's salvation. At thatrppd?aul came to realize that he was in

great trouble.
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As a devoted, strict, extremely zealous Pharisael Rated Jesus and Christians. He saw
Christianity as a threat to the survival of hisiant Jewish faith. And so Paul set about
to destroy Christianity as many are seeking toodiay. Paul literally went on a rampage
of violent persecution against the followers ofudess many are doing today in our
world. Let us look at various passages. | want yonote carefully the descriptions as
we read these passages because time will not allewilo explain the details to you
(read) Acts8:1-3; 9:1-2; 22:3-5; 26:9-11; Gal.1:13; 1Tim.1:13.

Note that word “violent aggressor”. It is an evil word. It describes a sadisticqoer
who took pleasure in humiliating people, in makithgm suffer, who took pleasure in
seeing people suffer before they were murderedll HrRded Jesus, blasphemed Jesus, did
indescribable wrongs to Christians and murdered ymain them. Have you ever
considered why Paul was so eager and zealous de fands to help the widows and

orphans in the church? He made far too many ohtwelows and orphans.

Now here is Paul’'s point I, Paul, am the very worst of sinners. And if Shdesus can
save me and change me, He can save you and chaageTis is what convinced me
about the gospel. | saw Christ Jesus miraculosesWe and radically change my father.
This is why, like Paul, | preach this gospel. Apgaom the fact that Christ Jesus called
me to preach this gospel, | preach it because Wk8brist Jesus can save and change
sinners. And | have seen this salvation miradke alace again and again over @§

years as a Christian and 189 years of preaching the gospel.

Are you a sinner? Christ Jesus came to save ltalbes not matter what kind of sinner
you are. In the church at Corinth Christ Jesusddwornicators, idolaters, adulterers,
effeminate, homosexuals, thieves, covetous, draiskarevilers, swindlers, to name
some. [Cor.6:9-11). In the church at Galatia Christ Jesus savedkesiin whose lives
were the following sins: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorge enmities,
strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputessatisions, factions, envying, drunkenness,
carousing, and such like thing€sg(.5:19-21.)
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Are you a sinner? Christ Jesus came to save yoe?ou, according to the standards of
the world, a good sinner? Are you, according estandards of the world, a bad sinner?
Are you a respectable sinner? Are you a disrepritsibner? Are you a proud sinner?
Are you a despairing sinner? Regardless of what kf sinner you are, you are on your
way to hell. And Christ Jesus came to save yoateMarefully that the wordsinner”

is unqualified because in the final analysis, sigin, and the wages of sin is death.

V). It Is A Trustworthy Statement.

Well, this brings us to Paul's opening words in theyse : “It is a trustworthy
statement.” What is this trustworthy statementZhrist Jesus came into the world

to save sinners.” The word “trustworthy” also means‘faithful” . It means this is a
statement you can put your trust in. This statdrigeno gossip. This statement is no old
wives tale. This statement is no lie. There isxeed to question the truthfulness of this
statement. There is no reason to entertain anytdoabout this statement. This
statement is self-evident truth. This statememruistworthy because it comes to us from

the God who is faithful or trustworthy.

1Cor.1:9 says,“God is faithful.” 1Cor.10:13 says, “God is faithful.” 2Cor.1:18 says,
“God is faithful.” 1Thess.5:24 says, “Faithful is He (God).” 2Thess.3:3 says, “the
Lord is faithful.” 2Tim.2:13 says, “He (God) remains faithful.” Heb.10:23 says,
“He who promised is faithful.” The point here, recognized by the apostlesas@od’'s
faithfulness guarantees the faithfulness of Godéssage. So when Paul says that the
statement is trustworthy, he is saying two thing¢l) the message he is presenting is a
faithful presentation of God’'s messag€?) the message is faithful or trustworthy or

guaranteed because God is faithful.

Did the statement,“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”, originate
with Paul? No! This statement has its roots ia #ngel's message to Joseph in

Matt.1:21, “you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people
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from their sins.” The point of the angel's message was repeateith aga again by
Jesus during His ministry: He came to save sinners. The apostles knew the
trustworthiness of this statement. Peter 8@@0 sinners saved on the Day of Pentecost.
The members of the early church who reeled undetislaught of Paul’s persecution
knew the truth of this statement. When Christ desaved and changed Paul they
rejoiced over the great miracle that took plaGal.1:23 says,“they kept hearing, ‘He

who once persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he once tried to

destroy.”

The statement,“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”, was the great

theme in the early church. It was the great themthe lips of the early believers. It has
been the great theme of churches and Christiatifuhto the gospel down through the
centuries in the face of innumerable attempts loviduals, groups, mobs, and even
governments to destroy Christianity. Ah, my friehdsk you, are you a sinner? Then |

want you to know: Christ Jesus came into the world to save you.

V). Deserving Full Acceptance.

We come now to the final statement in this vers&eserving full acceptance.” “It is

a trustworthy statement deserving full acceptance.” The word “deserving” is
literally “worthy” and it means®“to balance the scales”. The word “acceptance”
calls upon you to recognize the trustworthinesshef statement and to accept it as
trustworthy. But | want you to note that Paul ist rtalling you to make a simple
acceptance of this trustworthy statement. Pachlisng upon you to make a full, a total,
wholehearted, and complete acceptance of thissauty statement. Paul’s point is that
the trustworthiness of the statementChrist Jesus came into the world to save

sinners”, and your full acceptance of the statement malstrize the scales.

In closing | want to briefly address those who sawed and then those who are not

saved. Firstly, those who are saved. The statemei@hrist Jesus came into the
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world to save sinners” was the great theme on the lips of the earlyelbelis and true
Christians down through the centuries. This gtkaime was on their lips because they
believed it. This great theme was on their lipsduse they knew it was trustworthy.
They knew it was trustworthy because it had worketheir lives. They knew it was

trustworthy because they saw it work in the liveésauntless others.

Dear Christian, | ask you is this great theme “Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners” — on your lips? If it is not on your lips, | askwhy?” . Isn’t this the
message that saved you? Isn’t this the messagedhasave any sinner, regardless of
their condition? Isn’'t this the message of hope fallen world needs. Our Prime
Minister has finally acknowledged that our natignin trouble. History will show you
that this is the message that brought revival tlages, cities, and countries and saved
them from being totally destroyed by that moraladethat had taken hold of them.

If this great theme is not on your lips, | askyhy not?” Is it because you do not believe
it? Is it because you are ashamed of it? Isdabse you do not care about sinners whose
lives are being destroyed and who are going tma jfudgment of the second death? |
said to a young man a few days ago that the yowitlkis generation are totally self-
absorbed, caught up in themselves, seeking to mdike for themselves to the exclusion
of all others. No one wants to live for otherso dhe wants to care about others. No one
wants to give their lives to help others. Yet tisisvhy Jesus left His Father’s glory and

came to this earth. And we claim to be discipliedesus.

Secondly, | speak to those who are not Christians. | harnesented to you tonight the
message of hope that you need “Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners.” As a sinner you are perishing. Jesus came to\gave As a sinner you are
lost. Jesus came to seek and to save those whHosareAs a sinner you are facing the
second death in the lake of fire. Jesus cameuv® ywau from this second death and give

you eternal life.
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| want you to understand that Jesus alone is yauroand Jesus alone is the One who
can save you. Walk away from Jesus and you willvakking in spiritual hopelessness
and helplessness. If | am sounding narrow-mindediant you to understand that
exclusive truth has a way of sounding narrow-mindéd am sounding bigoted, | want

you to understand that exclusive truth has a waspahding bigoted.

Let us not play games with the exclusive claimsigesade. Either Jesus told the truth or
He was the most bigoted, reckless, bold, blaspherhau | know He told the truth. |
know it in my head. | know it in my heart. | knaw my experience. | know it in the
lives of others. And this is why | am saying tauythis evening, if you are a sinner and
you recognize your need of salvation, then you rlssdis. Jesus does not care what kind
of sinner you are. All sinners need salvation d@sus came to save you. Come to Jesus
because Christ Jesus came into the world to savers. Come to Him with humility.
Come to Him repenting of your sins. Come to Hind ask Him to save you. Put your
trust in Him to save you. He is trustworthy. Heworthy of your full, wholehearted,

total trust. Turn to Jesus now, right now.



