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January 06, 2008.

Introduction

If 1 were to put a general title to the series @fmsons | desire to preach to youZf08,
that general title would be A Pastor's Burdens. There are several topics and issues
that are burdens and concerns on my heart forcthusch. With God’s gracious help |
want to expound them to you from God’s wortkbhn Sutcliff lived from1752 — 1814.

He was one of the three men who banded togethae tope-holders in the labors of the
great Baptist missionaryVilliam Carey. The two others werdndrew Fuller and
John Rylands Jr. In the last couple days of his ldehn Sutcliff shared many personal
things with his close friends. One of the exhaotat he gave them was “Preach as
you will wish you had when you come to die.” | pray that God would give me such a

passion ir2008 to preach every sermon in this manner.

A Pastor's Resolutions.

My goal today is to begin preaching to you on thbject : The Christian & The
Church. But before | do there are a few matters | warggeak briefly about. Firstly,
on OId Year’s night | set before those who weresene five primary resolutions | want
to keep before me i2008. | want to outline these for you with a few commtgein

between gleaned from other men of God.

1). | desire to know God afresh and increasingly.To know God is to love God. True
evangelical religion is marked by love for God. tB&od is to be loved as God, as He is
in Himself, or He is not loved at all. In other mls, when we love God only because of

the benefits we discern we can get, we do not IBed. Then our love for God is



corrupted. Two verses must be noted here. FjrdBor.16:22 says, “If anyone does
not love the Lord, let him be accursed.” Secondly,Eph.6:24 says, “Grace be with
all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptible love.” We must love the
Lord for who He is. We must love Him with a lovet is incorruptible, a love free from

ulterior motives.

2). | desire a renewal in the life of faith that wagpeculiarly begun for me in1972.

It is so easy to walk by sight, depending on theg$ you see, the facts and figures and
the projections based upon them. It is so harddlk by faith, trusting in the Lord to
lead, to take up the challenges He sets beforeaymutrust Him to take you through
them. We have enough evidences in this churciméevkthat God is able to do exceeding
abundantly beyond all that we can ask or think. r @ard fought journey into the
Reformed faith and the building you sit in are engary of the exceeding abundant that
God is able to do.

3). | desire that my life would be marked by earnesand increasing prayer. Sutcliff
said at the close of his lifé]l wish | had prayed more.... | wish | had prayed more
for the influences of the Holy Spirit ... more for the power of vital godliness ...

more for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit to attend our labors.”

While preaching aWhitefield’'s Tabernacle (Nov. 27, 1898)Spurgeon declared,
“Look at our prayer meetings, with only here and there a bright exception. There
are, possibly, six old women present; scarcely ever do enough male members
come to pray. Prayer meetings they are called; spare meetings they ought to be
called, for sparely enough are they attended. And very few there are who go to
our fellowship meetings, or to any other meetings that we have to help one

another in the fear of the Lord.”

4). | desire to read more of God’s word feed on it with delight and with the
recognition that it is the most valuable possesshan | have. Sutcliff said the word of

God should be read with sacred awe, studied widp dgatitude, conscious that to be



deprived of the Bible is to be left in dark despalie added that the reading of God’s

word must be accompanied by faith in its Divinegyoriand fervent prayer.

5). | desire that God would help me become bolder imy faith, grant me more
opportunities for evangelism and let me see monw@sions to Christ. We are told that
in his final daysSutcliff had a greater sense of human depravity and theediw
sinfulness of sin. As he lay dying he was evenarsansitive to the great responsibility
of preaching the gospel. He declaredfinisters will never do much good till they

begin to pull sinners out of the fire.”

Sutcliff was conscious that the sure pledge of successirmgelism and missions was an

effusion of the Spirit of prayer in the church. Bigreed that this must be accompanied
by cultivating an unshaken persuasion of the presied God respecting the triumph and

enlargement of His kingdom.

Andrew Fuller noted that the true churches of Jesus Christ itravabirth for the
salvation of men. He lamented that evangelicalvi@aits failed to appreciate their
desperate need of the Spirit. Thus they neglesgdlar prayer for His empowerment
and the cultivation of an attitude of dependencenudim. Fuller stated, “If all our
help be in God, then to Him it becomes us to look for success. And that looking

to God takes place in the sphere of prayer. To pray for the Spirit's outpouring
and help is to ask God to accomplish that on which He has set His heart from all
eternity and in which He supremely delights, namely, the glorification of His
beloved Son.”

The Middle Passage.

This brings us to the second matter | want to aedll. On May 18, 1879,Charles
Spurgeon preach a sermon in his own church entitiédhe Middle Passage.” The

occasion was theR5th anniversary of his ministry among them as thestga It was a



message on the call for revival based éfab.3:2, “Lord, | have heard the report
about You and | fear. O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of the years, In the
midst of the years make it known; In wrath remember mercy.” In this sermon,
Spurgeon’s concern is our concern. He fearedftbat an admirable fervor many were

cooling down to a dangerous chill. Listen to Sy

He said, “The middle passage becomes difficult because things grow ordinary
and common place which afore-time were striking and remarkable.... We tremble
lest the people who prayed mightily at first should restrain prayer before the Lord;
lest those who made self-sacrifices should think that they have done enough;
and lest those who have consecrated themselves unto the Lord should imagine
that they began upon too high a key and cannot keep up the music to such a
pitch. A people who have loved the souls of men and have been like mighty
hunters before the Lord after sinners, may suddenly dream that they are excused
from further effort, and may leave others to do mission work for their Lord. It is
an ill day when a feeling of satisfaction begins to creep over us, but this is one of
the perils of the midst of the years. | have always been afraid lest that spirit of

simple reliance in which we began should ever depart from us.”

Spurgeon added, “Satisfaction with results will be the [death] knell of progress.
No man is good who thinks that he cannot be better. He has no holiness who
thinks that he is holy enough.” In other wordsSpurgeonwas driven with a passion

never to be satisfied with the measure of his lesknor the extent of his service.

As | have examined my life | have come to the cosion that | have quietly drifted
away from that simple reliance upon the Lord | begéth in 1972, that simple reliance
that took me through the toughest battles | facedrtith and the progress of this church
over the years. But | believe also that as a ¢harfeeling of satisfaction in achievement
has crept over us and we are drifting from thatitspf simple reliance upon the Lord.
We are drifting from the spiritual realities thatatter into a pragmatic mindset. Both

conclusions are a great grief to me.



In his sermonSpurgeonwarned against the dangers of the pride of achiem and the
pride of experience. These draw us away from bidlke confidence in God and lead
us to rely on ourselves and our own ideas. He edaragainst being assailed by
weariness in doing good and running the race sktrdais. Weariness causes us to
remove our eyes from rejoicing in the many thinigat thave been accomplished and

being overwhelmed by the so much that remains wmaplshed.

Spurgeonsaid, “If we stood like watchmen on the walls for years the tendency is
to relax our vigilance. If we have borne a protest for many years the thought will
suggest itself that it will be folly to be singular any longer, and wise to yield to the
current of the times.... In the midst of the years, what with weariness and want
of faith, the heart is apt to yield to the devil's infernal suggestions. Therefore,
brethren, let a mighty prayer go up from the whole church to our Redeemer God
— “O Lord, revive Thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years
make it known.” O Lord put new life into us.... Give us a new Pentecost, we
beseech Thee.... Give us back the dew of our youth that we may do our first
works, and something more. Let us have with the maturity of age the freshness
of youth, and let us run without weariness in Your ways, because Your Spirit has
quickened us. Our dependence is on You even for life itself; breathe Thou on us

once more.

“Oh, my brethren, it is vain and idle for us to think that any good can come of
human speech or human song or human worship of any kind apart from God
Himself being there. There must be supernatural power put forth or men will
never turn from darkness to light, nor rise from death to life. What is the church
worth if the Lord be not known in the midst of her?.... Once more display Thy
glory. Exalt Thyself in the conversion and the salvation of men that the multitude
may see how glorious is the Lord our God.... Thou hast wrought great wonders,
O Lord, do it again in the midst of the years.”



Spurgeon’swords reflect the heart cry of the psalmistfsa.44. He said,“O God, we
have heard with our ears, Our fathers have told us, The work that You did in
their days, In days of old.... You are my King, O God; Command victories for
Jacob.” (vss.1, 4). In other words, do it again Lord, do it agaM/hat you did for them
do it for us. What you did for us in the early ggealo it again.

| share these words with you because they wereat gncouragement to my own soul. |
know | have passed the middle years of my labothkignchurch. But | assure you that |
am not exempt from the things Spurgeon was consabu As a watchman on the walls
who have borne protest for over three decades stgafror while preaching the truth, |
can grow tired and impatient. A few years agodrtea preacher say to a small group
that | was a part of,'l have fought my fights. My time for fighting is over. | leave
the fighting to you younger men. | am moving on.” And that's what he did. He set

out a course for his departure from pastoral labors

While some of you are really just beginning, othans already in their middle years of
service to the Lord. This is not the time to gneeary in well-doing. (cfGal.6:9). This

is not the time to step aside in the name of Igtothers get involved. In the Christian
life and in the work of the church old men of Gaoalaold women of God are desperately
needed to remain faithful and active in order tepare and guide the coming generations
into taking up their responsibilities in their siea/to God.

As Sutcliff lay dying in his final daysyilliam Ward wrote to him, “I tremble for the
ark, while I am anxiously looking at the health of two or three among you.” Why?
Ward was greatly concerned that the visions of minigkdraining, evangelism and
missions that motivate8utcliff, Fuller andRyland and the circle around them be not
lost, but transmitted to the new generation thatildidill their places after their deaths. |
have to say, Brethren, that | tremble for the arklo not see the vision and burdens that
have burned with blazing fire in our hearts beibgabed by and beginning to possess

the younger generations.



The battle for the restoration of Biblical truth svBought in an atmosphere that prevailed
with error. We paid a high price for truth. Iiwas possible, | know that some who hated
the truths we loved and fought for would have sgilobur blood as was done to our
faithful Baptist forefathers. Today, errors gredteat we fought against prevail in our
land. The fight has not ended. It has intensifis@hy times over. We fought for the
restoration of evangelism in the midst of a hypatvihism that had taken hold. We
fought to establish a forward thinking and movitgich, a church in which the basics of
apostolic worship could be restored, a church witieart for missions around this world

and particularly in the Caribbean.

We are not perfect and we will never be perfecte WMl be ever striving for perfection
that will only be achieved when the Lord Jesusrretu But in our imperfections, this is
not a time for weariness and pulling back nor beivgrwhelmed by the seemingly
insurmountable tasks before us. The Great Walluha was built one block and one
stone at a time in the midst of many lives beirgl Bnd much blood being shed. We are
involved in building something greater than thed&@Mall of China. We are involved in
building the church of our Lord Jesus Christ. Ahdve can pass on the visions and
burdens the Lord has put in our hearts to the gereration, one person at a time, we

would accomplish God has set before us.

Oh, how we need to labor in prayer that the Lordhefharvest would grip the hearts of
the next generation and bring to birth in them kliBal visions for their generation. We
need social fellowship in this church but | beliewe have lost sight of spiritual
fellowship. Social fellowship has almost complgtslupplanted spiritual fellowship.
The result is that our children know a whole lobaibeating and drinking, liming in the
malls, going together to movies, fun and laughbamquets and parties, cricket and
football, but how little they know at a practicavkel about pursuing holy lives, making
choices that glorify God, wrestling in prayer, egalism, and missions. They know all
the latest technologies and computer games butwelwdo they know God? They are

pressed by us to succeed in the world but theynatepressed to seek first God’s



kingdom and His righteousness. We are prepariamtto live in this world but we are

not preparing them to live for God in this world.

Before | move to the next point | want to say aebmvord about missions. | have
indicated already that, Lord willing, it is my desito preach on what the Bible teaches
about giving our monetary gifts to the Lord. Ialsdicated that | do not believe we
have been faithful as we ought to be at the vesjchavel of our tithes and offerings. |
know firsthand also that the giving to missionsbeng done in a limited way in our
church. | want to encourage you to begin givingmigsions. It does not matter how
small the amount is — begin giving to missions.efif all you can give is one dollar per

month, commit yourself to do so.

The Lord used a little boy’s five biscuits and tfshes to feed a crowd that had five
thousand men, besides women and children. You haveea what the Lord can use
that one dollar to accomplish. You children whe aot working and in school, you can
save from allowances and also give. The membetheomissions’ committee will be

approaching every member in this church over thé oeuple weeks to ask you about
giving to missions. | want to say two things (1) | trust you will make a faith

commitment before the Lord to give(2) | trust you will keep that commitment with

prompt faithfulness.

The Challenge To Consolidate.

This brings us to our third major point. At oustanembers’ business meeting | told you
that it is important for us to spend time 2008 consolidating the work God has
established in this church over the last sevensyebwant to challenge you to begin this
work of consolidation. Firstly, this consolidation must be individual. Seek to
consolidate your own walk before God. Prayerfuidkamine your life very critically.
Pray earnestly that the Holy Spirit will guide yaw this critical examination with

judgment day honesty. This kind of examinatioBilslical and necessary.



Firstly, the apostle Peter said you must be allntioee diligent to make certain about the
Lord’s calling and choosing you. 2Ret.1:10). Peter's command,’be all the more
diligent” presses upon you the urgency of the matter bsfove Peter wants you to
actively and urgently apply yourself to the respbitisy he has set before you. The verb
“make” calls upon you to do something for yourself. sTlH not something someone
else must do for you. This is not something yowsiio for someone else. You have to

do this for yourself. This is your responsibilityyourself.

“To make certain” is to give yourself a guarantee about the Locdling and choosing
you. How do you give yourself this guarantee? Yamk into your life for the evidence
of true conversion to Christ and the fruit of secdmversion. The primary evidence is the
change from spiritual and moral death to spiriarad moral life. The primary fruit is the
pursuit of a holy life to the glory of God. Theaities of this holy life is summed up for

us in vss.5-8. (read).

To be able to give yourself this guarantee of tledls calling and choosing you is to
bring into your life peace of heart and stabilifhis is the opposite to stumbling. Peter
said that in making certaifiyou will never stumble.” Peter used a double negative with
the verb “stumble”. The verb “stumble” is not speaking about sinning. The verb
points to that final, once-for-all, irretrievablallf from which there is no rising.Tom
Schreiner wrote, “Believers who confirm their call and election by living in a godly
manner will not “stumble”, that is, they will not forsake God, abandon Him, and

commit apostasy.”

Dick Lucas wrote that Peter is seriously concerned thvag¢ take the responsibility to
continue to the end of our Christian lives more deeply grounded within the same
hope with which we started.” He added that the believers Peter wrote‘thad failed
to take seriously their responsibility to live Christianly. The attitude that takes
hold of Christ by faith and then lives a life of obedience to Him is the one that

proves that our salvation will last.”
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In 2Cor.13:5 the apostle Paul calls upon you test yourselves to see if you are in
the faith; examine yourselves.” Note the emphatic repetition of the word
“yourselves”. You are being called upon to test yourself ardngne yourself from
time to time. Both verbs are commands in the pries:nse. The idea is that you never
reach the point where you are too old in the f&ittbe testing yourself. This is your
responsibility to yourself. And you need to be empromisingly honest in testing and

examining yourself because eternal issues arevaddiere.

The verb “test” calls upon you to discover what kind of person goe, to discover your
true nature. Are you a new creation in Chris2€of.5:17). Has God changed you? Are
you a child of God? Gal.4:5). Are you in the faith? Are you a Christian? eArou a
growing and maturing Christian2Ret.3:18). Or after all your years in the faith are you

still an infant in Christ, feeding on milk and Ing carnally? 1Cor.3:1-3a).

The second verlfexamine” calls upon you to examine the genuineness of fatir, to
discover the proofs or genuine marks of your faitidl approve yourself. According to
Heb.6:8 those whose lives are disapproved have a coeittéafth and produce thorns
and thistles and end up being burned. AccordingPdal genuine faith seeks to be
pleasing to God 2Cor.5:9). Genuine faith is marked by love for Christ doeing
controlled by the love of Christ.2Cor.5:14). Those who are controlled by the love of
Christ, loves what Christ loves and as Christ lovesvill deal with this quality of love

more in depth when we come to consider the chusd¢hebride of Christ.

Take time, Brethren, to examine your character @hmstian. Examine your pursuits.
Are you pursuits characterized by the pursuit ofiness? Keb.12:14). Are your
pursuits characterized by saying a firfno” to ungodliness and worldly desires?
(Tit.2:12). Are your choices characterized by your loveG@tirist? 2Cor.5:14). Or are
your choices characterized by a love for this werlidn.2:15-17).

How is your prayer life? Is there growth in youayer life? Is your prayer life marked

by a growing devotion, earnestness, fervency aedugncy? @ol.4:2; Jas.5:16;
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1Thess5:17; Psa.34:4, 6). How are your Bible reading and the reading obd
Christian books? Jer.15:16). How is your church involvement? Do you knowath
role the Lord has given to you in His church, whatction He has given to you in His
body? Eph.4:11-16; 1Cor.12).

Secondly, this consolidation must extend to the resf the church. Please turn to
Phil.2:4. (read). The basis of this exhortation is the attitucde @xample of the Lord
Jesus. \(ss.5-8. [read]). The highest point of sacrifice here is the d’srsubstitutionary
atoning death on our behalf. But these verses mbda that Lord’s example has far
more in it than His death. For our sakes, He vh@od became man. He who is the
glorious Sovereign became a bondservant. He whiofig and exalted 16a.6:1)
humbled Himself. He who is the Creator of life sutted Himself to death. The

guestions | want to ask are as follows

What kind of relationship do you have with your thkers and sisters in Christ? What
kind of involvement do you have with your brotharsd sisters in Christ? | said to you
on Old Year's night that an isolationist Christigrinas spiritual death marked all over it.
If you are an isolationist Christian, what doed ey about you? It says you are proud.
It says you are lofty in your own eyes. It sayattin your pride and loftiness you cannot
humbly condescend to become a bondservant of Ciorislis people. It says you are

headed for a fall that will be totally unexpected &tunning.

Everyone in this church needs spiritual help. Kope in this church needs spiritual
guidance. Everyone in this church needs ongoiniglihg up in the faith. Everyone in
this church needs the prayers of others. Everyoribis church needs encouragement.
Everyone in this church needs the exhortations emcburagements that build, that
rebuke, that bring to repentance. Everyone in¢higch needs fellowship. Everyone in
this church needs a phone call from time to tidegeryone in this church needs someone
to talk to.



12

If you happen to say that you need none of the altbwgs, the worst case scenario is
that you are not saved. If you are truly saved tihe choice is very simple either you
are a liar or the Lord Jesus Christ is the liamc& Rom.3:4 says, “let God be found
true, though every man be found a liar”, then it means you are the liar. And your lies
are rooted in your isolationist spirit, your prid&d your unwillingness to become a
bondservant of Christ in the service of othersthése sins are present in you, then it is
time to repent of them. If you fail to repent, ddeavenly Father will discipline and

scourge you.

What you need does not give you the excuse taditnait for others to act. Just as you
need others, others need you. Faith grows byractoted in obedience to Christ. |
know that for a fact and by God’s grace | have prothat. A large part of my growth in
Christ is directly related to my dealings with yand the relationships | sustain with you.
There is always someone weaker than you and whisng®i more than you need him or

her.

No member in this church should be allowed to ifatib the cracks and disappear. You
should not be calling me and asking me about Brath&ister So & So. You should be
calling me and telling me that you called and Nwmited this Brother and that Sister
whom you haven’t seen and you want to update mehem status. You should be

looking for those with whom you can come alongsidd encourage and build up over a
period of time and train them to do the same. Jm14:26 Jesus described the Holy
Spirit as “the Helper”. The Greek word igparakletos and describes one who comes
alongside and offers encouragement and comfortdethe Spirit's direction, this is

what every Christian must become — one who conmgyalde to encourage and comfort.

Using the related verbparakaleo, Paul said in1Thess.5:11, “Therefore encourage
one another and build up one another, just as you are also doing.” Our verb is
“encourage”. It also means‘exhort” . Note that, they were already doing this. They
were already seeking out one another to encouradebaild up one another. Paul

commanded them to continue this good wadBph.4:12-13 says we are equipped in the
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faith by teaching and preaching of pastors to buddhe body of Christ. The goal of this
building is not evangelistic. The goal of thislding is unity of the faith and maturity in
Christ.

This work of encouraging, exhorting and buildingaisery crucial and vitally important
work in the church. And we are all required toitmeolved in it. To be involved in it
requires that we have Christ's attitude and follG@hrist's example. To be involved
requires that we stop being so self-centered atiisiseand start looking beyond
ourselves to others who need us, regardless ofvineak and undeveloped our gifts and
abilities may be. Christ's attitude and example geculiarly required of leaders.
Phil.2:20 tells us that Timothy had in himself Christ'sitaile and example and was
genuinely concerned for the welfare of the belisvelBut to be genuinely concerned for
your Brother or Sister in Christ is not a respoifigybthat is limited to leaders in the

church.

Are you involved in this good work of encouragirghorting and building? Or are you
standing back, watching the failures and absencd<aticizing and condemning? Are
you one of those who stand back and sdl,could have told you so”? Are you
standing back unconcerned, saying nothing and daiotlping, minding your own
business like the priest and the Levite while yBuwother or Sister in Christ is lying

wounded?

| want to challenge you to start the process ofingnalongside and encouraging and
exhorting and building up others. In the week ahgau have six days. Make a list of
six members, whether absent or present and caleaok day. You are calling to find
out how they are doing. You are calling to say yamre absent and | missed you. You
are calling to ask how can I pray for you? You are calling to say am happy to be a
part of God’s family in this church and | am haghgt you are part of God’s family in
this church. You are calling to say | love you in the Lord. You can call to saythe
Lord blessed me in my devotions this morning amehhted to know if | can share this
blessing with you.
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There are so many little things you can do to tiryBrothers & Sisters in Christ know
that you care. There are so many little things gam do to begin the process of

consolidating the lives of others in Christ.

| am challenging you, my Brothers & Sisters in Ghrto make a list on the space given

to you in your notes page and call one person daglover the next six days.



