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Introduction

Psa.19:1 says,“The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is
declaring the work of His hands.” In Psa.139 the psalmist declared] am fearfully
and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works.” (vs.14). In vs.15 the psalmist
said his body was “skillfully wrought” by God. Creation, its beauty, complexity,
intricacy, inter-dependence, simplicity, fragilistrength and whatever else you can add,
all display God’s infinite, unfathomable and unsbable wisdom, power and glory.
Like the psalmist inPsa.8, we stand in awe of God’s glorious handiwork ofation.

(cf. vs.3).

But there is something infinitely greater than ttrisation that God is doing in this world.
The Bible describes it as God’s new creation inishr2Cor.5:17). This new creation
is His eternal purpose Eph.3:11). This new creation is and will be the showcasHis
richly diverse and many sided wisdom, grace andirkéss for all eternity. Eph.2:7,
3:10). This new creation is the church. This new togeof the church is God’s mystery
that He has revealed to us in these last daysph.8:3ff). This mystery has not been
revealed to the world. The world does not seecthech as the manifold wisdom of
God. The world sees the church as weak, as fodisth as ignoble. 1Cor.1:26). The
world despises the church. The local assemblietheftrue church do not attract the

world because the world sees them as narrow-miridgdied and hypocritical.

God, in His wisdom, has chosen not to unveil tHedlory of the church in this fallen

world. But there is a day coming when the perfedinite and indescribable glory of the
church will be unveiled. This is described forinsRev.21. As we saw in past studies,
Rev.21 does not describe a literal city. The new Jdemsas the church, the bride of



Christ. Rev.21:9). If you are in Christ, this is the church yoe a part of. And Lord

willing, this is the church we shall be studyingrfr God’s word.

Now for a quick review of our last study. Our stusegan with two questions 1).
Why did you become a Christiar??). Why did God save you? We saw that the answer
to the first question is usually futuristic. Imard, the answer is heaven. But the answer
to the second question focuses on the presentsemirthat gradually unfolds into its
future benefits and glory. The answer to the qaest “Why did God save you?”, is

“the church” .

We then turned toEph.3:1-12 and saw the following: 1) the mystery of the church
that God has revealed?) the church is God’s eternal purpos8) the church is the
manifold wisdom of God. The mystery is that Jewsd &entiles are brought together
into the church as “fellow-heirs and fellow-members of the body, and fellow-
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.” (vs.§. Literally, we

are “together-heirs, together-members, together-partakes.”

The church is not a preaching center for the simpéson that the church is not the
building in which we gather. The church is peaphied together in Christ. The way we
habitually speak reflects what we think. We sayéople, “I have to go to church
today.” We do not ever say to peopl€] have to assemble together with my
brothers & sisters in Christ”; or, “I have to assemble together with the church
today.” You see, church is a place we go to. Churchotsancommunity, a body, a
household to which we belong. The church is aeaihje entity, something outside of

us, something we go to, return from and leave kkbitil the next Sunday.

We noted also that the prevailing individualisnmsartiety has overtaken the church. But
the truth is, there is no such thing as a privateistianity. A privatized faith weakens

the church. A privatized faith hinders the chuschospel witness to the world.



We need to come to grips with the fact that for iiest part, God has ordained that our
sanctification, that our growth in grace occurghe communion of the saints that we
belong to. If we separate ourselves from ongoutiya fellowship with the communion
of the saints, our growth in grace is impeded. |Raid in Eph.3:18-19 that it is
together with all the saints we will be able to guehend what is the breadth and length
and height and depth of the love of ChriBtietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “Let him who
until now has had the privilege of living a common Christian life with other
Christians praise God from the bottom of his heart. Let him thank God on his
knees and declare : Itis grace, nothing but grace, that we are allowed to live in

community with Christian brethren.”

In our last study we saw that in a real sensechhwech did not begin at Pentecost. The
church began in creation. The marriage of Adam &w was illustrating the
relationship Christ would have with His churchEpf.5:280-32). Abel was the first
martyr of the church. The promise ifeb.11:39-40 is, “all these (O.T. saints),
having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised,
because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they
would not be made perfect.” On that final day we will all enter into our final

perfection together.

In closing we touched onHeb.10:25 which dealt with the issue of the assembling
together of the together-heirs, together-membedstagether-partakers of the promise in
Christ Jesus. There is great danger in failingdsemble. We have the consolidating
responsibility to encourage one another to be fiditand to warn one another of the
dangers of being unfaithful. Lord willing, we wdleal with this subject in greater detail

later on.

The final point we touched upon is that the Fatbees the church. And the Lord Jesus
Christ loves the church. If you are a Christiaay yare greatly privileged and highly
favored. You are beloved by the Lord2Tless.2:13). You are a part of something that



is infinitely glorious. It is my earnest prayemaththe truth of the church will grip you,

overwhelm you and change you.

There Were Added.

Please turn toActs 2. The day is Pentecost. The time is nine in tleening. Vsl
says “[the apostles] were all together in one place.” In Acts 1:13-15 we are told
that approximately120 persons gathered together with the apostles inupiper room.
There is no reason to believe that any less wdreegad together on the day of Pentecost.
The common belief is that on the day of Pentedwshbuse 4:2) they were gathered in

was the upper room. On that day something amdmpgened.

Peter says the Lord Jesus poured out the Holyt3gmon them in keeping with the
Father’'s promise. 2(33). The Holy Spirit came upon those gathered inhtiase like a
violent rushing wind. Z:2). Vs.4 says they were all baptized in the Holy Spirit an
filled with the Holy Spirit. This is in keeping i the promise made by Jesus Atts
1:5. The sound of the wind was heard and people dushdhe scene of the sound.
(2:6). The people who came were suddenly dumbfounddeey literally rushed into a
miracle that was taking place. The believers wieoewfilled with the Holy Spirit began

to speak in other language®s the Spirit was giving them utterance.” (2:4).

During Pentecost Jerusalem would be filled with tiplied thousands of Jews. One
estimate says that on average there would be omerhmundred thousand Jews in
Jerusalem from the Passover to Pentecost. Lulesl Ifsr us sixteen different countries
and cities that these Jews and proselytes came ftao not believe that Luke gave us
an exhaustive list. Luke’s list draws for us aglsquare that begins at the Caspian Sea
and the country of modern day Georgia. From thetke moves south to Tehran.
Parthia is modern day Tehran. Luke’s line theresajou further south through Iran and

all the way to the Persian Gulf.



From there the line moves west, across to Saudiar&gypt and Libya. Bear in mind

that Egypt and Libya are parts of the African coetit. From Libya the line moves north
to Rome and finally the rough square is completetluke moved the line east, across to
the country of Turkey. We have no idea how largeagea this is but Luke understood

and he said this crowd represente&yery nation under heaven.” (2:5).

Luke said the gathered crowd was bewildered becaacle one of them was hearing the
disciples speaking in their own language or dialecthe crowd recognized that
something unusual was happening because theseldssaivere largely uneducated
Galilean Jews. In the midst of all that was happgnPeter got up and began to preach
the gospel. The people were convicted of thes.sim keeping with Peter’s instructions,
they repented of their sin:88), believed in the Lord Jesus for salvatidh44), were
baptized 2:41), and added to the membership of the churchrimsdéem. 2:41, 47).

On that day approximately three thousand people saved, baptized and added to the
church. And they began to devote themselves tddbe primary means of grace the
Lord has provided us as the churchthe apostles’ teaching; fellowship; the breakifg
bread or the Lord’s Table; and the prayer2:42). “The prayers” would refer to the
specific times of prayer or the prayer meetings.

You would note in this chapter that nothing wasl gaithe people about getting saved in
order to go to heaven. The primary focus was eir tieed for salvation in Christ. Once
they submitted themselves to this, the next stage baptizing them and bringing them
into membership in the local visible expressiorthed church in Jerusalem. This would
remain the pattern ags.47 indicates. Luke wrote;And the Lord was adding to their
number day by day those who were being saved.” Peter and the apostles were
preaching the gospel to them, baptizing them anthimg them into the membership of
the church. But behind Peter and the apostleSdtivereign Lord was at work in keeping
with His promise. What is the Lord’s promise?



The Lord declared inMatt.16:18, “l also say to you ..., | will build My church; and
the gates of Hades will not overpower it.” In vs.16 Peter had made the amazing
declaration about Jesus’ true identity. Peter,s&f@u are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.” Jesus’ response to what Peter said is emphaticpdtative and divinely
majestic. To paraphrase, Jesus sdidthe Christ, the Son of the living God, also
say to you.” The promise made is rooted in the fact of who gesu“My church” is
also emphatic. This is not Peter’s church. Dedgpi¢ heretical claims of the pope, this is
not his church. This is not your church. Thisie@ my church. This church belongs to
the Christ, the Son of the living God.

His emphatic promise is “l will build My church.” We are reminded oPsa.127:1,
“Unless the Lord builds the house, They labor in vain who build it.” Acts 2:47
makes it clear that‘the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who
were being saved.” “Adding to their number” s literally, “adding together”.
There is that emphasis on the waldgether”. The verb“adding” points to repeated
action. The same verb appears agairAtis 5:14 with the same emphasis on repeated
action. Luke wrote,“And all the more believers in the Lord ... were constantly

added to their number.”

In Acts 11:20 we are told that some of the Christians who werattered by the
persecution began to preach the gospel in Antiddie result was that a large number of
people were saved.vg21). Did they leave these people scattered to go tven way
and do their own thing? NO! A church was est&lgltsin Antioch. Acts 13:1). Later
on, under the Holy Spirit's direction, this churalould send out Paul and Barnabas on
their first missionary journey to preach the gospebther cities in the Roman Empire.
The result is that several churches were startedeatablished with their own elders or
pastors. Acts 14:23).

The clear Biblical norm is that people who werenigeisaved were added to the
membership of an already existing church or a nbwah was establishedActs 14
shows us that churches were planted and establishggl the oversight of the apostles



before elders were ordained among them. Now irtithe that remains, | want to deal

with three points.

Firstly, the church. The Greek word that is translatettiurch” is ekklesia. The
literal meaning is“a called out group of people.” In the N.T. it is used to describe the
gathered community of God’s people assembled faskp. The gathered community
of God’s people could assemble for worship in ddmoyg like ours, in a house, by a river,
in an open field or under a tree. The focus isarothe place where they gather even
though it is Biblical to use a name and / or plexedentify the gathered church. The
focus is on the people and the purpose for thdhegag together. The purpose is the
worship of the true and living God through the fquimary means of grace the Lord
gave to the church. In this gathering togetheriihiel is worshiped and the members of
the church are built up, encouraged, strengthepedected and given training in
righteousness. (c2Tim.3:16-17).

Christians are dcalled” people. InRom.8:29-30 Paul said the Christian is foreknown
or fore-loved, predestined, called, justified andl e glorified. God did the primary
calling which is described in theology &sffectual calling”. In Acts2:39 we find this
statement in Peter's evangelistic sermdias many as the Lord God will call to
Himself.” In Gal.1:15 Paul wrote, “But when God, who set me apart even from
my mother's womb and called me through His grace.” 1Pet.1:15 says, “but like
the Holy One who called you.” In 1Pet.2:9 we are told that God called u®ut of

darkness into His marvelous light.”

How did God call us? God called us through theagihéng of the gospel. The Lord
Jesus described His ministry with these wortidave not come to call the righteous
but sinners to repentance.” (Lk.5:32). In 2Thess.2:14 Paul said to the Thessalonian
Christians that God called them through the gosprel.1Cor.1:23-24 Paul wrote, “we
preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,
but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God

and the wisdom of God.”



As Christians we are called to a particular idgntitWe are “the church of the living
God” (1Tim.3:15) who “serve the living and true God.” (1Thess.1:9). Our
identification is inseparably tied to the livingdatrue God. We are called to a peculiar
moral characterl1Cor.1:2 says we aré'saints by calling”. This can be also translated,
“called to be saints” or “called to be holy.” 2Tim.1:9 says God “saved us and
called us with a holy calling” or “called us to a holy life.” In Eph.4:1 we are

exhorted to live in a manner worthy of our calling.

As the church we are a spiritual house devoteth@ontorship of God. InlPet.2:5 we
read, “you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ.” Peter’s
statements are loaded with O.T. worship imagerigss is not the time to develop them.

| just want to set before you the key points. Wued “you” is plural. The church is
not pictured as isolated stones scattered ovexla fiThe church is pictured collectively
as forming a great spiritual house. In buildingoaise, the stones or bricks are placed in
permanent union with one another. Peter descriiseas “living stones” who are
placed in permanent union with one anoth€ranfield wrote, “The Scriptures know
nothing of an individual piety that is out of touch with the living body of God’s

people.”

Peter’s “spiritual sacrifices” are expressions of worship by those who are madden
Christ, offered in gratitude and self-surrendem. Rom.12:1 Paul wrote, “| urge you,
brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.” Paul’s
exhortation is rooted in the O.T. imagery of thergaial offering to God of the animals
on the altar as an act of worship. Thmercies of God” are the gospel mercies we have
received from God that constitute our salvatiorChrist. Your body represents all that
you are as a person. Your worship of God demamatsybu present your entire being to
God as a living and holy sacrificéEph.5:2 that Christ “gave Himself up for us, an

offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.”



Heb.13:15 says, “Through [Christ] then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.” Why do we
say, “Let us worship the Lord with our tithes and offerings”? In Phil.4:18 Paul
describe giving as“a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to
God.”

Brethren, let the truth grip your heartGod saved you in order to make you a part of His
church. Every imagery of the church in the Biblditates against the practice of
isolationist individualism among Christians. Far foo many the beginning and end of
community and fellowship is gathering for worship the Lord’s Day. The truth is, our
gathering together on the Lord’s Day for worshipsinbe the highest expression of
community and fellowship that was fostered in tmevpus six days. This gathering
together on the Lord’s Day must be the climax ef pinevious six days and the event that

ushers us into the next six days.

If this community and fellowship in Christ was rfostered in the previous six days, we
are just a ragtag disconnected group of peopleegadhfor worship on the Lord’s Day
pretending to be what we are not. We cannot expectHoly Spirit to build in our midst

what we are not actively seeking to build througkpel fellowship and gospel witness.

The responsibility to build this union of communiynd fellowship in Christ is yours.
You are commanded to be continually encouragingamather and build up one another.
(1Thess.5:11). You cannot look at the person next to you. &ve always waiting for
others to make the first move. We are always ngitin others to call first. It is always
and will always be your responsibility to make firet move to building the bridges of

community and fellowship in Christ.

The question here is not who is seeking out yolloviship. The question is whose
fellowship you are seeking. The question here as who is building you up and
encouraging you. The question is who you are mgldup and encouraging. The

guestion is not who is praying for you. The quastis who you are praying for. The
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guestion is not who is having you over for a mew apiritual fellowship. The question
is who you are having over for a meal and spiritelbwship. The responsibility God

has given rests with you. You have to carry oat tesponsibility.

So let us take what we have been doing to anodwed bver the next six days. Once
again, choose your six people to call. Call onsq@e per day and do two thingsl) say
something to edify that person, something that @nitourage, something that will build;
2) share with that person a prayer request and atkptrson to share a prayer request

with you.

This brings us to theecondpoint | want to deal with. The Lord has calledtasthe
work of evangelism. He commanded us Matt.28:18-20 to go and make disciples.
Rom.10:17 says, “faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”
And the question is asked ims.14, “How then will they call on Him in whom they
have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard?
And how will they hear without a preacher?” To this we may add how will they

hear without a witness, without someone tellingrttabout Christ?

But behind our gospel witness and winning the tosChrist stands our sovereign God.
He is the One who must open the sinner’'s heaktts(16:14). He is the One who must
make the sinner spiritually alive so that he caeéd his sin and the wrath of God coming
upon him. (cf.Eph.2:4-5). He is the One who must save sinners and add theHis
church. Acts 2:47; 2Tim.1:9; Tit.3:5). And so, Brethren, as we bear witness to the
gospel corporately and individually, we must eatlgdabor in prayer that God will open

hearts and save sinners and add them to His church.

Evangelistic praying must be a very important mdriyour prayer life. Paul declared
concerning his brethren according to the fleSimy heart's desire and my prayer to

God for them is for their salvation.” (Rom.10:1). Evangelistic praying must be rooted
in a passion for the lost and the confidence thad ®ill answer prayer for the lost. The

Lord Jesus has won the war for the salvation ofdtkst. The elect will be saved. The
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promise of Jn.6:37 will be fulfilled. Jesus said;All that the Father gives to Me will

come to Me.” Christ will build His church without fail. This the final picture.

You and | are living in the day to day picture iigh Christ is building His church in
territory occupied by forces antagonistic to Himgdom. The stark reality is that
evangelism is the field in which the primary daydty spiritual battles are raging. This
battle is not being fought against flesh and blbotlagainst the world forces of darkness,
against the spiritual forces of wickedness in teavenly places. (cEph.6:12). Satan
and his hosts of demons are busy fighting agamgtrasisting every evangelistic witness
that is being made. Evangelism puts you righthim middle of enemy territory and the
enemy’s battles being waged against the church. né&xd to labor in prayer with
earnestness and perseverance that the Lord wii bparts, that the Lord will save, that

the Lord will continue to plunder Satan’s kingdondalarkness and wickedness.

| want to urge you again to get the bodk\Varfare Witness” and the accompanying
ministry manual entitled, “Community Houses of Prayer : reaching others for
Christ through strategic prayer”, and read and study them individually and in $mal
groups. Start community houses for evangelistyipg.

We come now to ththird point | want to deal with today. Idcts 2, who is the Jesus
Peter presented to the Jews as he preached to tReite? declared ins.36, “Therefore

let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and
Christ — this Jesus whom you crucified.” Who is this Jesus? He is Lord and Christ.
This Lordship Peter spoke about is His redemptisetefiological) Lordship. This
redemptive Lordship was something that was bestawpes Him by His Father after He
accomplished our salvation by His incarnation, libe earth, death, burial and

resurrection. Paul unfolded this truth for uskhil.2:5-11.

Paul said “God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow ... and

every tongue will confess Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” In
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Eph.1:20-21 Paul said God raised Jestfsom the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one
to come.” In Matt.28:18 Jesus declared;All authority has been given to Me in

heaven and on earth”, given to Him by His Father.

Lordship points to Jesus’ glorious and majesticltaian and His sovereign authority.
Lordship is the touchstone of our salvation in €hriPeter preached to the Jews, Jesus is
Lord. Peter preached to the Gentiles gatheredommélius’ home, Jesus is LordAdts
10:36). Paul wrote to the Corinthians;We .. preach ... Christ Jesus as Lord.”
(2Cor.4:5). Paul wrote to the Romans]f you confess with your mouth Jesus as
Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved.” (Rom.10:9).

When you come to Jesus for salvation, you comedd.brd Jesus Christ. Whether you
call Him Jesus or Christ or Lord, it makes no diéfece. He is Lord. Lordship gives
Him the priority in your life. Lordship means Hefirst in every single aspect and detail
of your life. He has the priority over you. Heshthe prior claim on your love. He has
the prior claim on your allegiance. He has thempeciaim on your commitment. He has

the prior claim on your choices. He has the prlam on your obedience.

He loved you first and gave His life to save ydiph.5:25). Now you must love Him
with first love (cf. Rev.2:4) and love Him with all your heart, and with atiyr soul and
with all your mind, and with all your strength.f.(dMik.12:30). His choices showed His
commitment to you. 2Cor.8:9 says, “though He was rich, yet for your sake He
became poor.” Phil.2:6 says,“although He existed in the form of God, He did not
regard equality with a thing to be grasped.” Now your choices must show your
commitment to Him. Now your choices must show yoa seeking first His righteous

rule and reign in your life. (cMatt.6:33).
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Although He was the Son of God, for your sake Herled obedienceHEh.5:8) and He
perfectly obeyed His Father, accomplishing all thatFather gave Him to doJn(17:4).
His death on the cross was the ultimate demonstrati His humble obedience to His
Father. Phil.2:8). Lordship means Jesus has a prior claim on gbadience. Lordship
means you must obey Him first and foremost (ck.6:46). He must be always first in

your heart. He must be always first on your lide must be always first in your line.

Yet how often when we face choices and we knowritliet thing to do, we tell Jesus,
“Lord, please step aside, this comes first.” How often when we deal with people and
we know the right thing to do, we tell Jesu%,ord, please step aside, this person
comes first.” How often when we face cultural issues and wenktie right thing to do,
we tell Jesus,“Lord, please step aside, this comes first.” How often we classify
things in our lives as an exception, as urgentjrassually important, as the once-in-a-
lifetime thing that does not normally happen toansl we say to Jesuslord, please

step aside, this comes first.”

Jesus said,"He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me;

and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.”
(Matt.10:37). The comparable passage isk.14:26. The assumption in these two
passages is that the highest expressions of lowvevgaolld find on this earth are between
parents and children and vice versa, between notra sisters, and between husbands
and wives. Jesus has come to you claiming a phageur affection that is higher than
your affection for those nearest and dearest to Yo mere man has the right to claim a
love from you higher than you can have for the esiaand dearest people in your life.
This claim has important implications for undersliaig the person of Jesus. He was no

mere man. He is the Lord and Christ with the pclarms on your life.

What does Jesus mean byot worthy of Me”? The word“worthy” means to balance
the scales. It came to mean to be deserving oé8ong. “Not worthy” means you are
not balancing the scales with Jesus, in His loweyfuu and in the choices He made

because of you. What does it mean that a persoot igorthy or Jesus or not deserving



14

of Jesus? The answer is found in the explicit canaiple declaration inLk.14:26. Jesus
said, “he cannot be My disciple.” The word “cannot” points to impossibility. If you
love father, mother, brother, sister, son, daugatet / or spouse more than Jesus, you

cannot be His disciple. If you are not Jesus’igis¢ then you are not a Christian.

In Matt.10:38 Jesus took matters to another level. He sdm, who does not take

his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.” In Lk.14:27 Jesus said,
“Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My
disciple.” The cross is described as the most horrible fdrexecution ever devised by
man. Those who were executed by means of the evess also forced to carry their
own cross to their place of execution. In the twhdesus, when you saw a man carrying

a cross, you knew that man was going to die.

The cross symbolizes the fact that when you becar@éristian you died with Christ.
Paul said inGal.2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh | live by faith

in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” Having already
died with Christ, if you are faced with the praaticeality and choice of having to lay
down your life for Him, you will do so readily amdllingly.

The point Jesus is making is this if you love your own life more than you love Jesu
you cannot be His disciple. He gave His life fouyin order to save you. You must be
willing to give your life for Him, for His name anfdr His glory. | told you in the past
that a cross stands at the entrance of the doorsalvation in Christ. Your death
sentence awaits you at the door of entrance int@atsan in Christ. Pick up the cross and

the door will open for you.

Is Jesus your Lord? Or is Jesus your Lord untihething you determine to be more
important comes along? The practical applicatib@hrist’'s Lordship over you is not to
be determined by your whims and fancies. The malchpplication of Christ’'s Lordship
over you is not to be determined by events, peoate] choices. The practical
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application of Christ’s Lordship over you is notlie determined by health or sickness,
by blessings or curses, by prayers answered aanstered. Jesus warnedMhatt.7:21,
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord’, will enter the kingdom of heaven,

but He who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.”

Lordship is not something you say, that you payskpvice to. Christ’'s Lordship must be
the controlling, ruling, guiding, decision-makinginziple of your life as a Christian.
Christ cannot be a part-time Lord in your life. r8hcannot be Lord over when only
when it is convenient. The principle is simpleit is either He is Lord over you, body,

soul and spirit, or He is not Lord at all.



