CONIE, LORD JESUS,

January 24, 2010.

Introduction.

Just over two thousand years ago a seemingly umtangcevent took place. A baby was
born to a poor young couple in the town of Bethiehelf you were there and you had
rushed out in the street and shoutédpseph & Mary just had their first child. And
it's a boy!”, most likely nobody would have paid attentiorytm. And maybe someone
would have shouted back to yolStop disturbing the neighborhood. We are trying

to get some sleep here.”

But that night when this child was born, someoney maportant was paying attention.
That someone was the God of heaven and earth.chiliteborn was His Son. When the
angel Gabriel visited Mary, he told Mary that shewd conceive and bear a Son and she
must name Him*“Jesus”. The angel told Mary,“He will be called the Son of the
Most High” and He will be calledthe Son of God.” (Lk.1:30-35).

The First Coming.

Jesus’ birth was no unplanned event. The Bible ted, “But when the fullness of the
time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so
that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the
adoption as sons.” (Gal.4:4-5). Note the expressiorfwhen the fullness of the time
came.” Jesus came into this world at the appointed tehehe time that was divinely

decreed.



Jesus did not come into this world because this Miasdecision to do so. He came
because His Father sent Him. The verse sd@od sent forth His Son” into this
world. This was a point Jesus made several tinnesigl His ministry on earth. Jesus
came for a specific purpose. He came to redeemHescame so that in redeeming us
“we might receive the adoption as sons.” All God’s redeemed children, male and
female, are calledsons”. The language is not sexist but it accommoddieptevailing
culture of the time. Only sons received an inla@cde from their fathers. A daughter was
not given any inheritance share in her father'sspssions. 1Pet.1:4 tells us that all

God'’s children have an inheritance reserved fomtheheaven.

The first promise that was made concerning the ogrof the Lord Jesus Christ is found
in Gen.3:15. The promise is made right after man’s fall isto and in the midst of the
judgments being pronounced against the serpentytimean and the man. God said to
the serpent;’And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
seed and her seed; He shall crush you on the head, and you shall bruise him on
the heel.”

As someone once said, this is no ordinary snakg.st8o who is this talking snake? It
must be noted that the snake that came to Adantaedvas a real physical snake. But
that snake was used by another being and becamesegpative of that being. That
being is the devil and, if | may put it this wayis hmessenger for accomplishing his
wicked deeds was the snake. He who has ears tpléehim hear and understand. The
Lord Jesus identified the devil with the serpentdn.8:44. Rev.12:9 speaks of“the

serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan.”

God promised that the seed of the woman would dhslinead of the serpent. The seed
of the woman is the Lord Jesus. In redeeming usvbldd, at the same time, crush and
defeat the devil. When you Kkill a snake, what da ywormally do? You crush the head.
Every time you kill a snake by crushing its headdGopromise is re-enacted and,
unwittingly, the gospel is preached — the gospeCbfist’s victory, Satan’s defeat and

our redemption from our sins.



Several other promises would be made in the Oldafesnt concerning the first coming
of the Lord Jesus Christ. These promises or prtiphespoke of Christ’s birth, life, death
and resurrection. They also spoke about the parpbblis coming. Time will not allow
me to survey these many passages for you. Butdetncourage you to read the gospels.
You will see many of these prophecies quoted ingbspels and their fulfillment are

marked as having taken place in Christ.

| want to do two things hereFirstly, | want to mark the established historical fa@tth

Jesus came into this world the first time. Firshtary secular historians do not
acknowledge that Jesus is the Christ or promisesisih and the Son of God. But they
do acknowledge that one called Jesus lived in Judaa an itinerant preacher, was
reported to have performed miracles, was sentetoeéie as a common criminal under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, and it was repothed He rose from the dead the third day.
For the last two thousand years the world has aglatuged the first coming of Jesus by

celebrating His birth, death and resurrection.

Secondly, why did Jesus come the first time? The Jews wrpecting their Messiah
to come, establish Himself as a political King, idheow the Roman government, re-
establish the kingdom of Israel as a world powad eestore the nation’s former glory
that existed under Kings David and Solomon. Juisir po His ascension the disciples
asked JesusiLord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts
1:6).

Jesus acknowledged to Pilate that He is a Kingt aBWHe told Pilate,'My kingdom is

not of this world.” (In.18:36-37). The kingdom Jesus came to establish is a sairit
kingdom. That kingdom is His church. He did noime to wage war against and
overthrow the Roman kingdom. He came to wage wainat and overthrow Satan’s
kingdom. Satan was bound, crushed and defeatdddns’ death on the cross, burial and
resurrection. In Matt.12:29 Jesus said you cannot plunder the strong mariseho

unless you first bind him. Jesus has bound SatdrHa is plundering Satan’s house.



By His death on the cross Jesus paid the legalltyefoa our sins. As sinners we are
guilty of breaking God’s Law. The penalty for ssndeath. Take note of this fact — the
penalty for sin is death. The penalty for sin @ good works and / or religious works.

You do not pay for your sins by being good and isgriGod. The Bible clearly says,

“the wages of sin is death.” (Rom.6:23). We are no different to Adam and Eve in
their sin against God. God laid down His commaAdam and Eve believed the satanic
lie. They believed they could do things their omany and God would just have to accept

that as a fact of life. They discovered how vergng they were.

Satan continues to lie to men and women and the\stdt believing his lies. God has

clearly said the penalty for sin is death. Mandwas that he can pay for his sins with
good works and religious devotion to God. God tlaarly said only the Lord Jesus
Christ can save you. Man believes he can saveeiim&od has clearly said that there is
only one way to Him. Man believes he can deviseown way to God. This is why you

have so many religions and religious books. Tkithe very reason why you have so
many cults and liberal denominations even in Ciangy. Those who believe Satan’s
lies will discover in the final judgment how veryang they were. But then it would be

forever too late.

But let us get back now to the point | was dealiitly. Jesus paid for our sins by taking
our place, becoming our substitute and dying ingtead. Jesus said| am the good
shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” (Jn.10:11).
Rom.5:8 says, “Christ died for us.” 1Cor.15:3 says, “Christ died for our sins.”

Gal.1:4 says Jesusgave Himself for our sins.”

Because He paid the penalty for our sins on thesgne can receive the forgiveness of
our sins. InLk.24:47 Jesus saidthat repentance for forgiveness of sins [must] be
proclaimed in His name to all the nations.” Acts 5:31 tells us that He is the Savior
who grants repentance and forgiveness of siAsts 10:43 says, “Of Him all the

prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him



receives forgiveness of sins.” Eph.1:7 says “In [Christ] we have redemption

through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses.” (cf. Col.1:14).

If you repent of your sins and put your trust ie ttord Jesus Christ to save you, you will
receive the forgiveness of your sins and the Loittisave you. Acts 2:38; 16:30-31).
Yes, that is how simple and easy it is. God’s wagimple. God’s way is easy. In
God’s way salvation is His free gift in Christ towy All you have to do is receive it.
Furthermore, when God saves you He also rescuefrgmuSatan’s domain of darkness
and transfers you to the kingdom of His beloved.S@ol.1:13). In Jn.5:24 Jesus said
you will receive eternal life and you will not cometo judgment because you have

passed out of death into life.

Picture yourself living in the city of death. Yauwe then rescued by the Lord. He puts
you into a boat and sends you across to the cilijeof You get out the boat and enter the
city of life. Then you hear a loud explosion. Yimok back and you see the boat that
brought you across has been destroyed. You lodle marefully and you see there are
no boats tied up in the docks of the city of lif€hose in the city of life will never go

back to the city of death. Those in the city & Icannot go back to the city of death.

This is what the vertfhas passed” tells us. Those in the city of life have eteriifal

| want to outline for you a few of the things Jesusomplished when He died to save
you.. Heb.2:3 describes salvation in Christ dso0 great a salvation.” Salvation is
described as eternal life. Note the wdieternal”. According to Jn.5:24 salvation in
Christ means you do not have to fear or worry albeiig brought to the final judgment

all sinners will have to face.

Salvation in Christ means you have received taiggifeness for all your sins — past,
present and future sins. And so the psalmist sa{dow blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered!” (Psa.32:1). The word “blessed”
is plural. Even though it is grammatically awkwarde can translate this verse as

follows, “Oh the blessednesses, oh the great happinesses, oh the great joys of



the man whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” Think of this for

a moment: God has taken all your sins without exceptiorst [g@ns, present sins and
future sins, and covered them with the blood ofi€land buried them. And His promise
is that they will stay buried for all eternity. Dou see the reason why the psalmist was
leaping for joy? Do you see the reason you musedging for joy, even shedding tears

of joy?

Lastly, salvation means that when God saves ydbhinst, He changes yoW2Cor.5:17
says, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old things passed
away; behold, new things have come.” The old life is brought to an end. The new
life has come to stay permanently. This new Keharacterized by godliness, love for
God, love for Christ, love for the word of God, éofor the people of God, love for the
worship of God privately and in the public assembly

This is what Jesus came to do the first time. &aeto live and die to save sinners. He

came to establish and build His spiritual kingddnthe church.

The Second Coming.

Now, along the way as Jesus dealt with His dissiple indicated to them time and again
that He came to die, will be buried, will rise agdhe third day. But He also indicated
that He would return to His Father in heaven andha set time, He would return a
second time. InJn.14:3 Jesus said to His disciplef | go ... | will come again and

receive you to Myself, that where | am, there you may be also.”

The second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ willcbenpletely different to the first
coming. The first time He came as a baby. ThsetHe will return as an adult. The
first time He came in humiliation. The second tiie will return in glory. The first

time He came as a citizen of Nazareth. This tineevkll return as the King of heaven



and earth.Matt.24:30 says the people who are alitwill see the Son of Man coming

on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.”

Even though the Lord gave us several signs thdtpeiht to His coming, Jesus also
made it clear that He will come like a thief in thight. He made it clear that no one will
know the day or hour of His coming. And so He veatrus, “be on the alert ... you
must be ready.” (Matt.24:42-44).

The signs that will take place are political, natiand spiritual. The political realm will
be marked by conflicts and wars. The natural reafith be marked by all kinds of
natural disasters. The spiritual realm will be kear by apostasy. Now let me explain a
couple things. Firstly, the “last days” are not those days that immediately precede
Christ’s return. The last days began with the outimg of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost
and will end with the return of the Lord Jesus €hriPeter began his sermon on the day
of Pentecost by seeking to explain the signs tleaewaking place with the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit. And he began with these wordsptqg from Joel’s prophecy;*And it
shall be in the last days,” God says, ‘that | will pour forth of My Spirit on all
mankind.” (Acts2:17).

Secondly, the signs given to us may take place in cycleshmy will gradually increase
and intensify. The reality is that despite all g#féorts to establish peace after the two
world wars, we have had more civil and inter-natoomflicts in the last fifty plus years
than in any century in history. You must watchodisr the increase and intensification
of natural disasters through earthquakes, storiesases, etc. The world will come up
will all kinds of fancy explanations. Then theylwtry to quietly explain they were
wrong or made errors and how they must now redoahd redo that. Keep your minds
focused on God’s unchanging word. Paul tells usRom.8:19-22 that creation was
subjected to futility as a result of man’s fallangin. And creation is anxiously longing
for that day when it will be freedfrom its slavery to corruption into the freedom of

the glory of the children of God.” Meantime the whole of creation is groaning and



suffering. Are we seeing a suffering groaning tioga acting up with increasing

intensity?

Turn to Lk.21:25-27. (read). Did you notice the interesting statementir perplexity
at the roaring of the sea and the waves”? Rev.16:8-9 says, “The fourth angel
poured out his bowl upon the sun, and it was given to it to scorch men with fire.
Men were scorched with fierce heat; and they blasphemed the name of God who
has the power over these plagues, and they did not repent so as to give Him
glory.” The Bible makes it clear that through natural stisss God will bring increasing
hardships and death upon men. Will the outpouoinBivine judgments bring them to

repentance? No! Instead they will blaspheme God.

Let us take a moment and look at the spiritual.signLk.18:8 Jesus asked the question,
“when the Son of Man comes, will He find the faith on the earth?” “The faith” is

a reference to the Christian faith. The Lord Jesade clear for us a number of things in
the Olivet discourse Matt.24; Mk.13; Lk.21). In Matt.24:12 Jesus said;Because
lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold.” The statement is
general and it tells us that increasing lawlessnéiésegatively impact peoples’ love for
one another and peoples’ love for God. Selfishmasincrease and as it increases it

will have the effect of increasing lawlessness.

The waning of love for God is necessarily accompamwith a waning of love for His
word and love for worshipping Him. A waning lovar {God’s word means you will not
desire to read and study it and you will not dewrbe taught it. The resultant effect will
be a growing ignorance of God’s word and a gragiudiBappearance of the faith. How
pervasive is the ignorance of God’s word in thisaré® What does that tell you? A
waning love for God and an increase in the ignagamicGod’s word will result in the
fear of God decreasing and common grace disapgearinhis will lead to further

lawlessness. In other wordMatt.24:12 is a vicious cycle for this world.



Secondly, Jesus made it clear that in the last tda® will be a proliferation of false
Messiahs and false teachers. Their goal is toideesmd mislead. And they will be very
successful. In2Thess.2:3 Paul said,“the apostasy must come first.” The evidence
of the success of false teachers is very cleaydorto see. False teachers, both on TV
and in churches, have the largest following inwleeld. It is quite likely that TBN is the
most watched station on cable TV in this nation.

False teachers do not come to you with horns om teads and teeth dripping blood.
The Bible says they will come to you as angelsigtitl (2Cor.11:13-14). The Bible
says they will come to you with smooth and flatigrepeech. Rom.16:18). Peter tells

us they have hearts trained in greed dimdtheir greed they will exploit you with false
words.” (2Pet.2:3, 14). Note the word“exploit” . It means they operate like greedy
businessmen. Note the wofthlse”. It was used to describe a document that was made
up, forged or falsified. In other words the docminmade statements and claims that
were not true. They will do the same to you anll mat be afraid to say to you;God

told us; God showed us; God wants you to know this through us.” They are not
afraid to use God’s name in telling you lies inardo exploit of you because they are
lawless and do not fear God. Matt.7:21-23 Jesus described false teachers as workers

of lawlessness.

Is the end near as yet? | do not know. But wecartainly two thousand years nearer to
the end. Personally, I do not think the end iseor. The apostasy has been here since
it invaded the apostolic church but it has not bpervasive. False teachers continue to
abound but they are not in full control. We areisg conflicts in the nations increasing
and the accompanying death and destruction butreve at the point as yet where the
world is crying out for a world leader which we iegk will be the antichrist. We are
seeing major natural disasters and multiplied tands dying but the world is not caught
up as yet in the throes of suffering, destructiond death.

We are seeing a fresh rise and intensificationes$@cution of the church but the church

has not been outlawed worldwide and it is not epeng a worldwide persecution.
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The process of outlawing the church is alreadyngkplace in the free world and
especially in places like the USA, Canada and Enjlarhe steps are very simplethe
passing of hate laws that forbids you from preaglagainst certain sins and the passing
of new zoning laws that says churches cannot dé teere and churches cannot be built
there. These new zoning laws are also having ffeeteof outlawing house churches. |
believe one of the things we must look for is tiee rof the papacy to a position of
international political power. The papacy as aficefbears all the marks of the man of

lawlessness who is yet to rise up.

Now Brethren, | want to briefly outline for you wihaill happen when the Lord returns.
His return will be sudden. No one will be expegthiis return. He will come like a thief
in the night. In the meantime people will be agkimith mockery, “Where is the
promise of His coming?” (2Pet.3:3-4). The Bible makes it very clear that when the
Lord returns, there will be a lot of noise becaHsewill be returning in a blaze of glory.
There will be no secret rapture. There will bewghg and the blowing of trumpets by
the angels. IThess.4:16). The blowing of trumpets announces the arrivad &ing but

in Biblical imagery it also announces that judgmieas arrived. When Christ returns the
entire world will see Him in the cloudsMtt.24:30; Rev.1:7).

When the Lord returns He will bring with Him alldbe Christians who died and went to
heaven. From Abel, the first Christian to die, ytheill all return with the Lord.
(1Thess.4:13-17; 1Cor.15:50-57). Their bodies will be resurrected and they vod
reunited with their bodies. Then all Christiansonéire alive will be changed from
corruptible to incorruptible and rise to meet thed.in the air. The Bible says all these

things will take place in the twinkling of an eye.

At the same time the Lord will pour out judgment the earth and upon all who are
living on the earth. AThess.1:6-12; 2Pet.3:10-13). 2Thess.1:7-8 says the Lord will be
returning in flaming fire to deal out retributioriFlaming fire” points to the holy fiery
anger that He will have against the wickeé2Pet.3:6 says the first world was destroyed
by flood. Vs.7 says, “But by His word the present heavens and earth are being
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reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.”
Vs.10 says, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens
will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat,
and the earth and its works will be burned up.” When the Lord returns, He is

returning to pour out judgment and bring aboutehée of this world.

Now, in closing, a few points of applicatiorkirstly, we know the Lord will come the
second time because He came the first time. Gedisl cannot be broken and God’s
promises cannot fail. God’s word was fulfilled wahthie Lord came the first time. God’s
word is being fulfilled as we look at what is happey in the world. God’s word will be

fulfilled when the Lord returns the second time.

Secondly, the destruction of the present heavens and é&antlot the final end of all
things. Peter said,“according to [the Lord’s] promise we are looking for new
heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.” (2Pet.3:13).

Rev.chaps.21 & 22 give us a glimpse of the glory of what is to come.

Thirdly, 2Pet.3:11 says to Christians;Since all these things are to be destroyed

in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness.” |
want you to take note of two words here. The fgstought”. This is the Greek verb
dei which also translated'must”. This is a very important verb that is used salver
times in the Bible. It is the verb that expressesis divine necessity, that which God
expressly requires. The Lord’s return and therdeson of the heavens and the earth

demand that our lives be marked by holy conductgautiiness.

The second word iswhat sort of.” This is the translation of one Greek word. Tikis
the word John used ir1Jn.3:1 where he wrote, “See how great a love the Father
has bestowed on us....” In this verse our Greek word is translatdtw great.” This
word is found in Matt.8:27. After Jesus calmed the storm His disciples asieel
another, “What kind of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”

Our Greek word is translatetivhat kind of” .
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This Greek word expresses utter surprise, wonaeazament. Jesus’ power astounded
the disciples and they asked;What kind of man is this...?” God’s love for us
astounded John and he askéw/hat kind of great love is this?” God is saying to us
that in view of the second coming of the Lord Jemus the destruction of all things, your
quality of godly and holy living must astound, amagurprise a watching world. One
commentator translated what Peter wrote as folloilspw outstandingly excellent

must you be in holy conduct and godliness.”

Now here are the questions do non-Christians know you are a Christian andtlaey
amazed at the godly quality of life you are living®r are non-Christians amazed,
shocked, astounded and sayirfy,ou are a Christian! | would have never known!”
Your life is not different. Your conduct is noffigrent. Your language is not different.
Your desires are not different. You have no quafbeut cheating on the job, living
poorly at home, liming and drinking with them, ldirgg at their coarse jokes. Peter is
saying : Christis coming. The end is coming. Judgmemoiming. How outstandingly
excellent must you be in holy conduct and godlihess

Lastly, if you are not a Christian you need very urgemtlyget ready for the Lord’s
return. When the Lord puts in His appearance, ith#te end. When you hear the first
trumpet blast, know this — the age of grace hag@&nd he door of salvation has closed
and will never be reopened. That first trumpesbiaill announce to the churcliHere
comes the Bridegroom.” But it will also announce to every sinnefHere comes
your judgment.” The Bible makes it clear that the sinner will nat to Christ when He

returns. Every sinner will run away from Christiaseek for a place to hide.

Do not fool yourself. Do not believe the devilisd. Do not tell yourself that you have
time because you do not know that. You do not kmdwen the Lord will come. Do not
tell yourself that you will have time to repent. n@nhat day there will be no time to
repent. Do not tell yourself that the Lord will beerciful. The parable of the ten virgins

shows us very clearly that on that day the Lord mot be merciful. Matt.25:1-13).



13

There are two other facts you must bear in mind/as dilly dally with your soul's
salvation. The first is your death. The Bible sgpu have a fixed appointment with
death but you do not know when you will be keepihgt appointment. Heb.9:27).
Two people die in this world every second that passApproximatelyl 73,000 people
die every day. It is of the sheer grace of God ffva are not in that number on any
given day. Death will usher you into final judgmernd if you are not saved, you will
be cast into hell for all eternity.

The second fact is this, God’s hardening of yowartheGod is calling you to salvation in
Christ today. Tomorrow He can harden your heaHaslid Pharaoh. And regardless of
what happens, you will never respond to the gosfi¢le gospel call will be like water
off a duck’s back for you. InRom.1 we read three times;God gave them over.”
God abandoned them.vs§.24, 26, 28). The book of Hebrews warned three times in
quick succession, “Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your heart.”
(Heb.3:7-8, 15; 4:7).

Today God is calling and you are not listening.mborow you may call and He will not
listen. 1sa.55:6 says, “Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him
while He is near.” Prov.1:24 says, “l called and you refused; | stretched out my
hand and no one paid attention.” Vs.28 says, “Then they will call on me, but | will

not answer; They will seek me diligently but they will not find me.”

We read inEzek.33:11, “Say to them, ‘As | live!’ declares the Lord God, ‘I take no
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way
and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways! Why then will you die...?” In
Isa.45:22 the Lord said,“Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the other; For |

am God, and there is no other.”

The Lord is calling you today, calling you to repehyour sins and put your trust in Him
to save you. What will you do with His call? Wibu reject it yet another time?

Beware of rejecting this call because this may Isefidal call to you.
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