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From the Hindu Guru to the Christian Servanby Krystal Sookram

AfiBecause | <called, and you rjef us
| stretched out my hand, and no one paid attention...
| will also laugh at your calamity;
I will mock wheryour dread comes like a storm,
And your calamity comem like a whirlwind...

Then they will call on me but I will not answer;
"Grace is everything for They will seek me diligently, bu t h
nothing to those who don't bs 1- 240
deserve anything...l, Buck, (Proverbs 1. 8)
am only 3222? saved by After his conversion, Brother Buck removed all Hindu props, including pictures
of gods and the o0jhandi é (flags relppre

stance for Christ in front of his Hindu relatives, telling them that if they insisted on visiting him on Sunday the
would have to attend church with him. Naturally, they were displeased.
The Bible made him understand that nothing n

from idolatry to the true and living God, | moved from being my own god and put God in His rightful place...l

moved from 616 to 6Godd...and | started my sente
He remembers an instance, before his conversion, where he transported a Hindu god to Canada and feel
passion for those who were |ike him...spiritual!/l

states but admits that, like others in this church who suffer from a past such as his, Hindu songs and prayers
resonate in his mind when he hears them. He maintains a distance from his past.
Brother Buck rejoices in the work the Lord has done in his life and how He continues to use him in the wor
evangel i sm. He reiterates, OEverything by Godds

Hindu ogurudé from the depths of idolatry and |pl a
mighty is our God, sovereign, merciful, holy and $ie.

Testimony
by Shala Jadoo

Great i1 s the Lord and greatly to be Jpra
directs my path each day.

N

0...for you have been born again. .. thrmgouc
its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls off, but the wprd of
e v €IrPetbl1:225)

This has helped me to trust in God for He is able to carry me through life. | pray thag | will
Him diligently.
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among us. o0 dLove was whepl Bo@ charﬁetaOrﬁiﬁ),S
in time and space WImmaﬂueC@rrhér:or pl ac 0
God wi tNeta phantotn visit. Not a spiritual presence visit
when the church gathers to worship Him. But a real flesh and b er
visit with a birthplace in Bethlehem and a home address in Naz

retl. -
oOYou shal./l call Hi s name JeSléhrIStma

Jesusd birth i mpacted hi st o1ByPaster gmreshiSemyrgt e d
His birth the dates are B.C. (Before Christ. Now it is B.Gefore
the Christian era or before the Common era). After His birth the dates are A.D. (Anné iDdhenyear of
the Lord.) But more than that, one short life has radically changed the world.

C hristmas. Incarnatom The Wor d became

Every year, for the | ast 2000 years, the worl d
resurrection (Easter). Every Lordds Day (Sunday
resurrection. We all know and never dispute the fact that Jesus was not born on December 25th. God in Hi:
dom made sure that no one knows for certain the

It is an undeniable fact that the worl dds cel eb
undeniable fact that churches have been party to the paganism, idolatry and commercialism. Itis also an un
able fact that we are not commanded in Godods wor

should a true Christian celebrate Christmas? | am sure my answer to this question will not satisfy all, but | d
hope and pray that it will be helpful.

Firstly, let me say that the celebration of Christmas is an amoral issue. This means if you refuse to celebr:
Christmas you have not sinned. And if you choose to celebrate Christmas you have not sinned. If you celek
Christmas without decorations you have not sinned. If you celebrate Christmas with decorations you have n
sinned. If you give gifts during Christmas you have not sinned. If you do not give gifts during Christmas you
have not sinned. If you celebrate with friends and with lots to eat and drink you have not sinned. If you cele
like Scrooge you have not sinned.

Secondl vy, I choose to celebrate Christmas becau
tian. There are many doctrines in Godds word th
meaning Christians and misinterpreted, mi sused,

shying away and becoming silent about these doctrines. This reactionary behavior must stop.

For example, we know that the most power ful apo
idol atrous celebration and a false gospel messag
per ? NO! We must continue to celebrate the Lor
cal manner . Today 0l ove is kindbo means we mus

Does this mean we must no longer embrace the truths in 1Cor.13 and their application to Biblically ordained
riages?

Thirdly, | celebrate Christmas because it gives me the opportunity to focus on the incarnation in a very pec
way. The incarnation is absolutely important. Without the incarnation there would be no ministry, message,
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death, burial, resurrection, ascension and promise
turn. In other words, without the incarnation there

The Deac o nBmothkzenur

Llhmr

would be no salvation for sinners like you and me
no future hope.

For my final point | want to turn your attention to
Luke 2:720. Let us note the following from this pas
sage. Firstly, Chri st
ogospel newsd. Like the
birth of our Lord by telling others about the gospel
news of Christmas.

Secondly, the angels praised God (vss.13, 20),
the shepherds glorified and praised God. (vss.13,
We can celebrate Christmas by glorifying and prais
God.

Thirdly, vs. 19 tell s
things, pondering them
Christmas by treasuring in our minds the Biblical a
counts of the Lordds bi
oponder 6 them, to thior
done and try to understand His ways more fully.

Lastly, vs. 18 tell
at the things which
The word owonderedéd
As you oOponder é, becomg
mystery of the incarnat
through it on our behal ¥
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And suddenly there appeared with the angel% m
the heavenly host praising God and sagﬁing
0Gl ory to God i
And on earth peace among men
with whom He is pleased.”

L uke 2:1314
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Being a businessman and a struggling Christian
very reluctant to become a deacon. | was worried
of all, that | did not have the necessary time, the S
tual maturity and enough knowledge of the Bible.

| was
first
piri-
How-

ever the real problem was fear and judgment if | fgiled. O

The excuses for why | was not qualified were mar
God had other plans for me.

Wblute

Earlier this year, along with five other men, | jolhed

the existing diaconate; we became a total of seve
are from different backgrounds, educationally and
fessionally and we all have different personalities
talents but we all have one major goal. We are

. We
[pro-
and
thers

in Christ who are striving to be God fearing servaiis tp

b::[
our Lord and His people. We are imperfect men with . o

faults and weaknesses but our mission as deacon
be transparent, to encourage and help each other
whatever areas needed.

S is to
Bt
e h

As you all know, one of my daily challenges is fny

mouth and my tongue. J
my beloved brethren. But let everyone be quick tg
slow to speak. d Ma
has given me the ability to reply to a person at a n

g me
BeA'e
LYd 6

§
N

ment 6s notice. However Ny
sometimes embarrass, hurt or belittle people.

Brethren, | am sure that through my tongue | dIi
one of the above to many of you. If this is the casé |
publicly apologize for my action. Proverbs 21:23 days:
6he who guards his mouf h
soul from trouble. & My| pr
dnﬁﬂg%q to guard my tongue so when | speak, mly
words will be pleasant to those who are listening and
’PI%asing to our Saviour.

e hi hest,
Now that | am a deacon my earnest desire is tq con-

tinue to strive to be a faithful servant and not be li
the lazy slave who buried his talent but to invest i
wisely for His kingdom for the glory of our Lord a
Saviour, Jesus Chri#k
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oln the beginning
God created the
heavens and the

earth. ¢

othe bird
and the fishes of the
sea, and God place
man to ru

(Genesis 1:228).
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there is a serene atm

Taking ti me tyOcoknan Enj oy
Recently I visited the capital city gpi"d. Scarlet Ibis.
Port of Spain. The weather was I have heard comments by visitors that the Caroni Swamp
bright and sunny, with blue skies. S hould be Oj[ he eighth wonder
After a few hours the entire atmosM€ Of Psalms 107:28 which says,
phere changed, there was intense@ f hose who go down i n the se

8e@tntr@f§c. bicamle Stindstill and /n great waters they have seen the works and wonders of
| : ; g
@eoglefwerp Hugtlin%iﬂ %pd outofl he Lordo.

the city. Then the rain began to fall | can truly testify to this verse, whereby | have seen the

and the streets became impassableorks and power and goodness of God, everyday in my life.

pugtogqué'np.ité Sadly, this unique piece of
However, in contrast to this, ap-stroyed as development is taking place and, we should do all

proximately six miles from the cityi n our power to protect and
osphere, with no hustle and bustlefirlong term man is creating an avenue of destruction. Loss

traffic woes and impassable streets or chaos. This placefighe swamp means more flooding, intense heat, lack of

known as the Caroni

Swamp. People who have never i@l drinking water, and loss of food crops. It also means a

this place would think that it is an unappealing place, infesieof habitat for fish and other animals within the ecosys-

with mosquitoes.

tem, as well as plants and trees that help maintain the quality

God is sovereign and He rules over creation, and the Of air we breathe.
Caroni Swamp is no exception. Thousands of visitors frofdVith the rapid lost of our forests, the Swamp is our last
all over the world visit the Caroni Swamp every year to éatural barrier to alleviating these problems. Let us appreci-

perience

and

wi t ness t he atepdbeauty and wonder, amd takesordedimieitie eggeyat.t i

Health Watch - Understanding Hypertensiomny Baid Riseman

DIASTOL

WHY IS BLOOD PRESSURE IMPORTANT?

BLOOD PRESSURE is HIGH when:
SYSTOLIC PRESSURESs more thanl40and

Alcohol intake

Sodium intake

1 Smoking

1 Hypertension is called a LIFESTYLE DISEASE
because some of the causes are related to the way we

1

IC PRESSURE is more tha®0.

1 High blood pressure leads to complications whigh,in

turn can lead to death.

1 Itis the 4 most

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
common cause of death Worldw'ﬁje'Reduce your intake sdltto no more than 2.4g so-

1 Directly or indirectly responsible for more than 2% per day.

of all deaths.
CAUSES:

T Aged blood pressure rises as we grow older
T Genetics and family history
T Raced hypertension is most common in personsff)f

African descent

T Environment 8 mental and physical stress

T Weight d obese

1 Reduce your consumptionat€¢ohol.

1 STOP SMOKING!

1 Try to lose the excess weight throdighandexer-
cise.

EXERCISE at least 30 minutes a day everyday.
1 Reduce intake dietary fatandcholesterol.

_ _ 1 Reduce stre$sRELAX. #&
patients have higher B/P


http://www.traveladventures.org/continents/southamerica/images/caroni02mini.jpg
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Christ agmy Lord and King.
R ea]aptism one does not become a perfect Chris-

p g tian. You do not become a sinless Christian. Temptation

is)always there. Before Christ, | was a child of the devil,
I | falter Lord who caresa er Christ came into my heart | became a child of

o None but thee...dear Lor, d. This means that | am an enemy of the devil.
. by Keegan Semurath

Therefore would anyone make the life of their enemy
easier? NO! After being saved, life becomes harder. The
| was forced, by my strict Christian parents, g continuously persecutes you with temptations.

attend church every Sunday; each time the messagenere is no perfect Christian. | can earnestly say that |
would fall on deaf ears. After the sermon each Sundgydgle with sins on a daily basis such as the sin of
would pray that God would allow me to take this freghysical lust. The devil tempts me all the time. At school
gift of salvation, yet I never felt a change. Soon afterfiige friends who view abstinence as obsolete and vir-
pastor asked me if | wanted to join the new baptismghity is for the insane.

class; | accepted. My eyes were opened to the meaninghmetimes when | see a desirable woman lust stirs
of salvation; | understood that Jesus was the Son ofiGod j nn my mi nd. When 1 8m h
and that He died on the cross to save me. | was Sa‘ﬂeéi @évils tempts me with pornography_ It begins with
5 the age of sixteen. How- j yst a peak and turns int
. _ . |everbeingyoungandigng-nd yes I16m tempted. Yet :
Vg sor :
Happening! rant I did notwanttopub-. o r d who cares ... None but
Vouth Meeting: licly confess Christ as mysjnner but | have the perfect Christ to guide me. No
) 9 Lord. | wanted to experi- matter how many times | falter | know that God will
Everg first & third h ~ i } )
aturday ence the wo rfdrgfle. ThB YoeshBt $8ah | can give my life to sin and
grace, two years later | Wagk forgiveness. | ask for forgiveness and for the
baptized and fully acceptegrength to withstand the next temptation.

= = The Christiands walk is
ﬂ lﬂl! directs my path. When | am tempted | remember that |
S — N
am oa temple of God, and
REVERENDFUN COM COPYRIGHT GO, INC .
— in [me.] If any man destroys the temple of God, God
: wi || destr oy -1RA)iWim wouldddar¢ 1 C ¢

desecrate the temple of G
poured out on me. Can a man take fire in his bosom and
not be burned?

Pornography corrupts the mind. | always remember
that even if no one is at home there is still One who can
see. His eye is on the sparrow and He watches over me.
Baptism does not save but after being baptized the true

— 1 life of a believer is tested. | happily endure it knowing
WHEN | SPOT THE STRAIGHT AND NARROW | that God causes these things to strengthen my faith and
PLAN TO BE PREPARED for the purpose of my ongoing sanctificatgg.
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Word Search My sheep hear my voice and | know them,
and they follow me. (John 10:27)
wW TIH|{A|D|D|E]|JU|S
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All IM|IP|E|T|E|R|O]JA]|I
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Color in the words and have fun!
PETER JOHN MATTHEW JUDAS
MARK PHILIP LUKE PAUL
ANDREW BARTHOLOMEW  THADDEUS JUDE
JAMES THOMAS SIMON TITUS
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