HON SHALL We ESCAPE?

March 16, 2008.

Introduction.

If I had a choice in the matter, | would have clogenot preach this morning. The last
three weeks of hectic travel and work took its &witl wherPastor Dunn left on Friday
morning | felt as if | was barely alive. Couplasthwith a virus that wouldn't let go and
you would get an idea of my physical state on Rria@rning. But as | told my wife, my
conscience is pressed with preaching to you the@eibefore us today. Despite every
attempt | made to rationalize asking someone elggdach, the Spirit of God refused to
allow me to do this. The Spirit of God riveteddeb.2:1-4 on my mind with the clear
mandate to preach it. Meditating on this passag@dach on it was not easy because of
the emotions it was working in my own heart. Sdathwhe Lord’s help, here | am
standing before you and | want to ask you to opmm Bible to Heb.2:1-4. (read).

The Background.

Let us begin with a little background to place th@ok and our passage in its context.
The book of Hebrews was written to second generai@wish Christians. Neither the
author nor the recipients of this letter had hekrsus or His apostles preaddeb.13:7
points to the fact that the first generation ofdlea in their church had also died. These
Christians were facing difficult times. It wouleéem that the greatest difficulty they
were facing was persecution. They were suffermgtiieir faith. But unlike the first
generation of believers, they had not shed thendFor the faith. (cfHeb.12:4). At the
same time they had grown cold in their faith antederated in their knowledge to the
level of the ABCs of the faith.Heb.5:11-14).



When the letter came to them, they were alreadiedgtconsidering the prospect of
returning to their obsolete old covenant JewislthfaiTo return to their obsolete old
covenant Jewish faith would mean they had defeftea Christ. This return would
have placed them in grave spiritual danger, theegtadanger being apostasy. So let us
get it clear in our minds that the primary messafyéhis book is for Christians. The
many warnings are directed to Christians. Noterépetition of the word‘we” in the
passage | read. Also, there are four instancesdioh the author would tenderly address
the recipients as'brethren” . (Heb.3:1, 12; 10:19; 13:22). But as we shall see, this

primary focus does not rule out applications tasthaho are not Christians.

Exposition Of Hebrews 2 :1 —4.

Let us turn our attention now to the passage baisrand seek to understand what the
writer is saying. The writer began with the wordBor this reason” or more literally,
“on account of this”. These words introduce us to an application themis about to
make. But these opening words tell us that thdicadon is based upon what was said
previously in chapter.1. The great emphasis in the book of Hebrews itherabsolute
and incomparable greatness, superiority, preemeéemd supremacy of Christ over
angels, over Moses, over Joshua, over Aaron and al¢he high priests who ever
descended from Aaron. We can also say that the cmwenant faith, later called
Christianity, which was established by Jesus, eeminent over the old covenant faith
which was made obsolete by the death of the Losds)€hrist. (cfHeb.8:13).

Chapter 1 emphasizes Christ’s superiority over the angésir writer proved Christ’s
superiority over the angels by setting before esftfiowing facts. The Lord Jesus is the
Son of God \{s.5). The Father calls His SofGod” (vss.8-9). The Lord Jesus is eternal
(vs.12). The Father created all things through His S@s.2). The angels, who are
created beings, are commanded worship the LordsJélstist {s.6). The Lord Jesus



is seated at the Father’s right hanes.13), that is, the place of absolute power and

authority. The Lord Jesus is the Father’s finatsemger \s.2).

Our writer is saying,“On account of the fact that Christ is divinely superior to the
angels, we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do

not drift away from it.” The message they received was delivered by theoS&od.
The primary point here is that the Father's revehatelivered to us through the Son
must be regarded with utmost seriousness. The Vigidy attention” was used to
describe the care and attention a captain wouldladisn bringing his ship into harbor.
The implication in the verb is that the attentibve tcaptain pays is comparable to the
worth he has placed on his ship. Let me changédltisération. This verb would be used
to describe the care and attention you would takdriving to bring your family home
safely. The implication in the verb is that theecand attention you pay is comparable to

the worth you have placed on your family.

The exhortation the writer gave is\we must pay much closer attention.” In the
Greek the writer's emphasis is not in the compeealiut in the superlative. The literal
emphasis is: “we must pay the closest attention” or “we must pay the greatest
attention”. The verb“pay attention” actually meansto pay continual attention”. So
you are not simply exhorted to pay the closestreatgst attention. You are exhorted to
continually pay the closest or greatest attentit¥iou are not allowed to stop paying the
closest or greatest attention becauséernal issues are at stake and the gospel by

its very nature demands to be treated with the fullest seriousness.” (Hughes.

“On account of this we must pay the closest attention to what we have heard.”
Note the verb“heard” . Our writer has already established that thelsgpea the eternal
Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus’ themsalistion and all the issues connected
to this salvation. In other words there is far entw Christianity than simply believing in
Jesus in order to go to heaven. The Greek venslated “heard” calls for more than
simple hearing. It calls for submissive acceptatocghat is heard. It is hearing that

must work itself into obedience.



An intensified form of this same Greek verb is fdun Heb.5:9 & 11:8 and it is
translated“obey.” Heb.5:9 says with a positive emphasi$le (the Son)became to

all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation.” Heb.11:8 says, “By faith
Abraham, when he was called, obeyed....” The idea is that if we are paying the
closest attention to what we hear from the Son ofi,Gve will obey Him. And those

who are not obeying Him are not paying attention.

“On account of this we must pay the closest attention to what we have heard, so
that we do not drift away from it.” A more literal translation is‘lest we drift away
from it.” The word “lest” expresses the writer anxiety for these HebrewsGans. He

is deeply concerned about their spiritual welfafée verb “drift away” pictures for us

a ship that is not properly anchored and the ctsrentide quietly carrying it away from
its safe harbor. The word also pictures for ugaky container. You are using this
container to store much needed water. But younar@ware that it has a very small leak.
You fill the container and leave it, fully confidetinat there is no leak. But later, while
you are in the shower with soap all over your boghy discover to your great dismay

that the container is empty.

“Lest we drift away.” Note the clear emphasis is dwe”, on the members of the
church, on you drifting away from the truth of thespel brought to you by Christ. To
apply the imagery, the writer is saying to theseistians, you are the ship drifting away
from the safe harbor of truth. Truth is the coméaiand you are the water leaking out
from the container one drop at a tim®rifting away” has in it the ideas of unconcern
and carelessness. Those who drift away do so bedhay are unconcerned and careless

about their own spiritual and eternal welfare.

In vs.2 the writer builds the argument in his applicatipnsetting before us a contrast
that argues from the lesser to the greater. ldés@sarguing from the lesser to the greater
because he wants to emphasize the threat in theingahe is about to give. Arguing
from the lesser to the greater makes the applicatiadhe warning to both Christian and
non-Christian very potent and utterly serious. wetead vers&s.2 again. fead).



The word “if” does not mean that the writer is using a hypahledrgument. The word
“if”  could be translatedsince” because it assumes the reality of what is betmigd.
The first part of the contrast is on how under @d Covenant the message of the Law
was given to Moses at Sinai. When God gave thesagesof the Law to Moses at Sinali,
God spoke through angels. That word God spokeugiiréhe angels wa&unalterable” ,

that is, it was valid, binding, unchallengeabile.

By contrast, under the New Covenant, God spokertessage of salvation through His
eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, the One whwasshipped by the angels. The
argument from the lesser to the greater is thi§ God’s message spoken through created
creatures proved to be unalterable, how much moaéarable, how much more binding
and unchallengeable is the message God gave twaigyh His eternal Son!

The second part of the contrast is between how Gealt with the Israelites who
disobeyed His message spoken through angels andHsowill deal with those who
neglect His message spoken through His Son. Wéggpdned to those who disobeyed
the Law God gave to Moses? The answef'ésiery transgression and disobedience
received a just penalty.” The word “transgression” also means‘infringement” . It
pictures one as stepping out of line from whateguired. “Disobedience” sets before
us a two-fold picture that goes hand in handl) it describes those who are unwilling to
listen to the voice of God and?) it emphasizes a conscious and deliberate rejeofion
God's revealed will. This is the attitude thatsa$§l do not even want to hear.” And

if hearing is unavoidable, then the attitude ‘idp not waste your time because | will

not obey.”

It would seem that we have here a picture of wieatpje like to call “small sin” and
“big sin.”  Well, what happened? We are told that underQle Covenant “every
transgression”, thatis, every small sin, arfétvery disobedience”, that is, every big
sin, “received a just penalty.” Every sin, whether small or big, received or was
rewarded with the just or right or deserving pgnalt punishment. What is the lesson

that was learned by the Israelites who lived uriderOld Covenant? God does not deal



lightly with sin. Every sin, without exception, hieceive its just punishment. Call sin
whatever you want, describe however you want, Gdddeal with it and deal with it
justly. Sin brings a divine penalty and that pgnailill be meted out without fail. No
one will escape. No one will be able to mock Godlmat final day and boast that they
escaped. (cfGal.6:7).

Philip Hughes wrote, “if under Moses the law stood firm and its penalties were
stringently enforced on those who deliberately or through negligence broke its
precepts, it cannot but be that the direst consequences await those who are
careless and unconcerned about the gospel, which is here described as such

great salvation — it is so wonderful that no language is adequate to do it justice.”

Now | want you to note with me very carefully theaht of the second contrast. Arguing
from the lesser to the greater, the writer is sgyinif no Israelite escaped the appropriate
and just reward of punishment for transgressing diadbeying the Law of Moses, the
terrifying question that has faced Christians fritma early church to this day ishow
will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?” (vs.3). The implication in the
guestion is that the salvation message we havevesté&om the Lord Jesus Christ is
infinitely greater than the message of the Law mgite Moses through angels. And the

consequences for neglecting it are infinitely geeat_et us examine this question.

The words “so great” emphasizes both the greatness and the vast mmgertof this
salvation the Lord Jesus Christ came to bring. Vidre “neglect” is used in contrast to
“pay much closer attention” in vs.l. But at the same time it is used synonymously
with the word “disobedience” in vs.2. Neglect and disobedience go hand in hand
because neglect unavoidably leads to disobedienbe.verb “neglect” means“to pay

no attention to; to be unconcerned about; to become indifferent to; to lose
interest in; to make light of; to be unwilling to put oneself out for something.”
This verb is found inMatt.22:5 where we are told that the guestzaid no attention”

to the invitation given to them by the king to atlehe wedding feast of his son.



“How shall we escape” is an emphatic negative expression that convieysidea —
“still less shall we escape” Using a paraphrase, the point is this if no Israelite
escaped the appropriate and just reward of punishfoe transgressing and disobeying
the Law of Moses, the terrifying question that feed Christians from the early church
to this day is, “What less hope do we have of escaping if we neglect a salvation

as great and as important as this?” If the disobedient Israelites did not escape, how
much less are our chances of escaping! The wgitgrestion points to the impossibility
of escaping God’s certain and just reward of punisht if we neglect such a great and
vastly important salvation as this that was firstgezhed to us by Christ and that we
profess to have received in Christ. Consider nbev comments from the following

writers.

John Brown wrote, “To neglect the great salvation is a peculiarly aggravated sin”.
John Owen spoke of the“inexpressible greatness” of this evil of neglect.Philip
Hughes wrote, “if, as the history of Israel shows, neglect of the law produced dire
consequences, neglect of the gospel must inevitably be disastrous. If the
breakers of the law did not go unpunished, certainly despisers of the gospel
cannot expect to do so. Our author is pressing on his readers the extreme

seriousness of carelessness and unconcern.”

Lastly, William Lane warned that if this message of salvation is igdoit can only be
ignored with catastrophic consequencésine added, “A lack of concern for God’s
word invites an appropriate punishment. The experience of Israel in this regard
provided a sobering model for those who were prone to become apathetic and
unresponsive to God’s revelation in His Son. Already under the old covenant
carelessness toward the revealed will of God incurred appropriate punishment.
No less can be anticipated by the people of God now that He has declared His
ultimate word through the Son. In this sense the distinction between the old and
the new people of God was only relative; both were the privileged heirs to
revelation. The greater degree of privilege enjoyed by the new people of God,

which finds ample expression in the phrase, “a salvation as great as this”,



simply means that they are faced with greater responsibility and greater peril....
The rhetorical question in vs.3 (“how shall we escape...?”) calls for the reply

that no escape is possible.”

In the verses before us there are many facts tleatlaar. The various writers have
rightly noted that the Christian’s responsibilisygreater and the peril faced by the sin of
neglect is greater. They have rightly noted thatafessed Christian will face far more
disastrous consequences for the sin of neglectt tli&we is one fact that God has left
unclear, and that is, the nature and the extetiteojust and right punishment that will be
received by those who neglect so great and vasihpritant a salvation brought to us by
our Lord Jesus Christ. This point is left openeshd From the book of Hebrews we see

that God can use any one of four punishmentiscipline, scourging, apostasy and hell.

General Applications.

In making applications from our study, | want taylmewith a few general ones. Thest

is : do you recognize the infinite importance of thesBenger who has spoken to us in
these last daysHeb.1:1-2 says,“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the
prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us

in His Son.” The Messenger whom God sent to speak to us se tlast days was not the
angels. The Messenger whom God sent to speak o tese last days was not the
prophets. The Messenger was the Son of God Himblgv important is this Messenger
to you? What kind of honor and respect are youngito this Messenger? Are you

paying attention to this Messenger? Are you igmpthis Messenger?

Secondly, this Messenger has brought to you from His Fatihermessage ofso great
salvation”. What is your view of this message? Jesus’ v&eglearly, unmistakably and
unambiguously expressed. 18n.17:17 Jesus declared;Your word is truth.” The

message the Father sent Him to bring to you isingtless than the truth. 19In.8:45



Jesus said to the Jew$d,speak the truth [and] you do not believe Me.” And then He
asked invs.46, “If | speak the truth, why do you not believe Me?”

The apostolic view is also clear, unmistakable andmbiguous. InActs 26:25 the
gospel is described asvords of sober truth” or more literally, “words that are true
and rational.” In Eph.1:13 the gospel is described a%he message of truth, the
gospel of your salvation.” In Col.1:5 we find this description,‘the word of truth,

the gospel.”

Now get this fact clear the message Christ came to bringHE truth. Let us not play
games here. The message Christ came to bring isneopoint of truth in a larger body
of truth. The message Christ came to bringHE truth, the exclusive truth. Take a
piece of paper and make two columns. Label onaneolwith the word “the lies”.
Label the other columnthe truth” . Take all the religions in this world and all ithe
religious teachings, without exception, and putnth@ the column you have labeled
“the lies”. And then put Jesus’ message alone in the othlemn you have labeled
“the truth” . Jesus’ message and the world’s religious tegshare as different and
unmixable as oil and water. As a matter of faesu® described the other religious

leaders and teachers in our world as thieves drioers. Jn.10:8).

The Bible makes it clear that the world has exckdnthe truth of God for lies.
(Rom.1:25). In 2Thess.2:10 we are told that sinner&id not receive the love of the
truth so as to be saved.” 2Tim.3:8 describes the non-Christian religious teachers of
the world as men who“oppose the truth, men of depraved mind.” 2Tim.2:18
describes apostates from Christianity as memo have gone astray from the truth”.
Some of these apostates who remain on and havedstaeir own churches are described
as “men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness

is a means of gain”, that is, they see Christianity as a means ofimgakioney and
enriching themselves.1Tim.6:5). Finally we are told that there will come a timethe

last days when churches will turn away from théhtrand turn to myths.2Tim.4:4).
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Now here are my questions where do you fit in? Are you seeing Christ's naggs

through the eyes of the world? Are you seeing sEkrimessage through the eyes of
confused sinners? Are you seeing Christ's mestageigh the eyes of apostates and
false teachers? Are you seeing Christ's messagadh the eyes of professed Christians

who are in the process of turning away from théh@2u

Or are you seeing Christ’'s message through the @yt®e apostles? Or are you seeing
Christ message through the eyes of Christ Himsif€hrist's messageéHE truth? Did
Christ speak to uFHE truth? There can be no ands, ifs or buts hefeChtist's
message is noTHE truth then it isTHE lie. What Christ's message is to you will

determine how you will respond to it.

Thirdly, | want you to note that the One who was sentritagbyou the message dfo
great salvation” is the very One who has been appointed to be Jodge on the final
day. Acts 17:31 tells us that God has fixed the day of final juggimand God has
appointed the Judge. The Judge is the Lord JebustCMatt.25:31ff says the Lord
Jesus will come in His glory and He will sit on Hj®rious throne. And the nations will
appear before Him for final judgment. Now noteJesus said inJn.12:48, “He who
rejects Me and does not receive My sayings (or My message), has one who
judges him; the word | spoke is what will judge him at the last day.” God sent His
Son to bring to you the message ‘@b great salvation.” God’s Son will use that very

message to judge every human being on that last day

My question is very simple are you paying the closest attention to the mes&aap
has sent to us by His Son? The attention you ayang to the message God has sent to
us by His Son reveals the comparative worth yowehalace on your soul. | ask you,
what is your soul worth to you? You soul will lifer all eternity in heaven or in hell.
What is your soul worth to you? The attention yawe paying to the gospel message is
revealing right now the worth you are placing omiysoul. How careful or careless are

you with your soul? Are you playing Russian rowdetvith your soul? Do not ever
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forget that the gun is not in your hands but in Gduwands. It is God who determines

whether you live or die and when you will die.

| want to repeat the message God has sent to us by His Son mdéksage that will be

used to judge you. Note carefully what Jesus saitiere are those who will reject Him
and reject His message. But in the final analysig rejection of His message will mean
absolutely nothing in the final judgment. Youresjon will come back to haunt you
because that which was designed to bring you satvatill be used to judge you in the

final judgment.

Applications To Christians.

| speak now to those who say they are Christiaho is Christ to you? Is He the

eternal Son of God? Is He God revealed to us énflgsh? Is He the Creator of all

things? Is He seated at the right hand of the 8fgjen high? In other words, do all

power and authority belong to Him? Is He the Rashfenal Messenger to you? | am not

asking you these questions at a theoretical levYedm asking you these questions at a
practical level.

Who Christ is to you must have practical applicatio your life. If there is no practical
application in your life, your theoretical beliedse nothing more than a bad joke. What
does it mean to you at a practical level that Ghsishe eternal Son of God, the second
member of the Triune God-Head? What does it meayoti at a practical level that
Christ has all power and authority in heaven anéanth? What does it mean to you at a

practical level that Christ has all power and atithi@ver you?

What does it mean to you at a practical level @iatist is the Father’s final Messenger to
you? What does it mean to you at a practical I¢at Christ came to bring you the
message of‘so great salvation™ By “salvation” we do not simply mean believe

in Jesus and be saved. The book of Hebrews makesyiclear that there is far more to
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salvation than simply believing in Jesus to be daaed the entire message carries equal

weight and importance.

Christ’'s message is not a large banquet tableythatan come to with your empty plate,
survey and the pick and choose what you want, wbatwill believe and what you will
obey. Those who come to Christ's banquet tableitk and choose are not submitting
themselves to Christ’'s sovereign and majestic aityhoThey are coming to His banquet
table with a heart of rebellion. And rebels, reless of how they dress themselves, are
not Christians. Are you a picker and chooser wymncome before the banquet table of

Christ's message? In other words, are you a rebel?

If your theoretical beliefs lack practical applicet and practice then you are already
drifting away from Christ’'s message and ultimatietyn Christ Himself. My question to
you is : are you drifting? What are the currents at waorkaur life that are causing you

to drift away from Christ's message and ultimatiebm Christ Himself?

| am one of your pastors in this church. | am ohéhe shepherds Christ has placed in
this church to watch over your souls. My earnesdire@ and prayer is to be faithful to
Christ and to your souls. | am not preaching thisssage because | want to. | am
preaching this message out of sheer compulsiorhé&\Spirit of Christ. If you have a
drifting heart this morning, He knows. If you aeicker and a chooser, He knows. If
you are resisting His word, He knows. If you ougghbe a mature Christian by now, or a
teacher or a leader, as He makes clearab.5:11-14, but you have chosen to remain a
spiritual baby, He knows. If you ought to be atéeexample to be followed and you are
not becoming that better example because you aesoiy to live at a level where you
can still enjoy the pleasures of sin and yet nethgur conscience bothered, He knows.
(cf. Heb.11:23-26).

| say to you, beware! | say to you, examine yaul.s | say to you, stop being a drifter.
| say to you to stop allowing the currents of twarld to rule your hearts and draw you

away from Christ. To drift is to put your soulgneat peril. To drift is to put your soul
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under the threat of just divine punishment. Howllsyou escape if you neglect so great
a salvation? What hope do you have of escapinguf neglect so great a salvation?
None! If God did not spare the Israelites who tagllesser light, He certainly will not

spare you who have the greater light. | ask yowhat value are you putting on your

own soul?

| want you to clearly understand that when youatefghrist's message you are rejecting
Christ Himself. And this Christ whom you are rejeg will judge you on the basis of
the very message you are rejecting. By God’s gralenot preach to you my personal
opinions. | do not require of you my personal wish | do not put any command on you
that | have devised. | continue to resist all lsgs, regardless of who they are, even if
they despise me and slander me. | continue talggaard against the wolves even if
protecting you means | must bear the injuries. Aad plead with you and warn you

beware of neglecting, rejecting and disobeying €srimessage to you from His Father.

And so, Brethren, | am calling you this morning repentance and a fresh personal
commitment to Christ. | am calling you this momito repentance and a fresh personal
commitment to Christ’'s message. | am calling yas morning to repentance and a fresh

personal commitment to Christ’s church.

Applications To The Unsaved.

Lastly, | want to speak to those present here teday are not saved. Once again | want
to remind you that the argument is from the ledsethe greater. The lesser, the
Israelites, did not escape God’'s wrath when theglityed the message sent to them via
angels. Their continued disobedience would reisuthe nation being divided into the
northern and southern kingdom2Chron.36:15-16 says, “The Lord, the God of their
fathers, sent word to them again and again by His messengers, because He had
compassion on His people and on His dwelling place; but they continually
mocked the messengers of God, despised His words and scoffed at His
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prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people, until there was no

remedy.”

The final result was that the Lord sent the Assyaamy against the northern kingdom.
They were captured and deported to Assyria whexg ginadually became the Samaritan
race. Later the Lord sent the Babylonian armyraiahe southern kingdom. They were
captured and deported to Babylon. The Lord preskthem and they returned to re-
establish the nation. But in the end, when th@cted the Lord Jesus and crucified Him,

the Lord would send the Romans against them.

The lIsraelites did not escape when they neglettedvord of the Lord. Christians and
churches, professed or genuine, have not escaped thiley neglected the word of the
Lord. During the period of the early church, thesjgel spread throughout the Roman
world and beyond. Look at those nations today. eW'rare their churchesRev.2 & 3
warned the churches of Asia Minor about driftingagwirom Christ and His message.
They didn’t give heed to Christ’'s warning and tipeyished.

Africa had gospel long before the gospel came w@strd England. Look at Africa
today. Where are their churches? India, Pakiatath China received the gospel very
early. Look at them today. Where are their cheséh England has had the richest
heritage of Biblical truth. Yet today churches al@sing on an ongoing basis in England
and the buildings are being bought up by businessane other pagan religious groups.
Look at America, once a bastion of Biblical truthewery level of its society. Now
America leads the world in over-turning the trutiishe Bible at every level of society.

If you are not a Christian, | want you to clearlgderstand that you are living in the
category of the greater. All | need to set befgye is one proof: you have God’s final
and complete message in written form. You haveBh®e. If you are neglecting,
rejecting and disobeying God’s word, why should gsgape? What hope can you have

of escaping the wrath of God? None!
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Heb.5:9 says Jesus‘became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal
salvation.” But Jn.3:36 says, “he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but
the wrath of God abides on Him.” 2Thess.1:8 says retribution will be dealt out to
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jed(s9 says that retribution is the

penalty of eternal destruction away from the presensf the Lord.

How shall you escape if you neglect so great aasian? You have no hope of escaping.
If you die without this salvation Christ came tanigr you have only one thing waiting for
you, God’s eternal wrath in the lake of fire. Yargfay, overl50,000 people died in the
world. How many of them died neglecting the soagsalvation Christ came to bring?
All who died without salvation did not escape Godternal wrath in the lake of fire.
You were not one in that50,000 only because of the sheer mercy and grace of God.
But one of these days you will become a statistithat150,000. What kind of statistic
will you be? Will you be numbered with those wheglected and rejected Christ and the

salvation He brought?

This so great salvation is free but its cost wdmibe. It cost God the Father His only
begotten and beloved Son. It cost Christ far ntba® we can ever understand. It cost
Him, who created man, to become a man. It cost, lthesovereign ruler of heaven and
earth to submit to the rule of wicked men. It cbghn to lay aside His glory. But the
greatest cost for the holy sinless Son of God whenkno sin was taking our sin upon
Himself, becoming sin on our behalf, bearing in Bigly the Father’s full wrath for our

sins as He died on the cross.

What horror for the Father than He had to punish $tin unsparingly for our sins! What
horror for the Father whose eyes are too holy tooliesin to see His Beloved Son
becoming sin on our behalf! The horror was so tgiteeaused the Father to turn away
from His Son and it caused the Son to cry out terudesolation,“My God, My God,

why have You forsaken Me?”
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Let me ask you, how shall you escape when God’sdibnot escape when He chose to
take our sins upon Himself and die on our behatf@u reject Christ and you will not

escape. You will come to know for all eternity witameans to be forsaken by God. |
believe there will be no punishment in hell thagieater than the reality of knowing that

you are utterly and hopelessly forsaken by Godafioeternity.

If you are not a Christian this morning, | am cadlion you right now to stop, to repent, to
cry to the Lord for mercy and salvation. | am icgjlon you right now to join with the
tax-collector in Lk.18:13 and plead with God;God, be merciful to me, the sinner.”
Let today be your day of salvation. Stop the netglg of so great salvation in Christ.
Stop the rejecting of Christ's message of salvati@top the life of disobeying Christ.
Let Him save you and let Him save you today. Tamermay be forever too late.

Tomorrow you may be one of th#50,000.



