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Introduction.

In Acts11:26 we are told thatthe disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.”
The *“disciples” were those who had believed in the Lord JesussClor salvation.
Prior to this the disciples described themselves'Biethren”. (Acts 1:16; 9:17, 30).
They were those “who were being saved.” (Acts 2:47). They were those who
belonged to “the Way.” (Acts 9:2). They were “saints”. (Acts 9:13). They were
“believers”. (Acts 10:45).

The first time the disciples of the Lord Jesus weaked “Christians” was in Antioch.
This was not a name they chose for themselvess Was a name that was given to them
by the people of Antioch. The people of Antiochrevéamous for giving descriptive
nicknames to individuals and groups. The naf@ristian” was given as a nickname
to distinguish them from the many other sects andgs that were in the city of Antioch.
But even though given to them as a nickname, theeneeflects the fact that the
followers of the Lord Jesus were beginning to hanedentity of their own. The name

“Christian” would reappear two more times in the Bible.

The second time would be iActs 26:28 and that would be approximatel$ years after
the first appearance. The contextAwts 26:28 is Paul’'s imprisonment in Caesarea and
the invitation governor Festus extended to King igga to listen to Paul's defense
against the charges of the Jews. Paul’'s defenseawaixture of personal testimony of
why he was a Christian and a presentation of tlspejo When Paul was finished, King
Agrippa was obviously under conviction and he gaiéaul, “In a short time you will

persuade me to become a Christian.”

The final appearance of the nani€hristian” is in 1Pet.4:16. Peter wrote, “but if

anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in



this name.” Peter's letter was written approximateB0 years after the name
“Christian” was first given in Antioch. These two usagesedv¥wo facts: (1) that the
name “Christian” had gained acceptance among the followers ot tind Jesus; and

(2), that the non-Christian world had come to un@adtwhat the identification meant.

Conversion To Christ.

The question arises how does one become a Christian? Among alléhgions of the

world, Biblical Christianity stands alone with asswer to this question. | am including
here all the apostate, heretical, cultic Christimoups among all the religions of the
world. In our world, Hindu parents give birth tandu children. Muslim parents give
birth to Muslim children. Buddhist parents givatbito Buddhist children. Roman

Catholic parents give birth to Roman Catholic ald@id We can go an on with the list.

But according to the Bible, one can only becomehaisian by conversion to Christ.
Biblical Christianity is not inherited from your gnts. Christian parents do not give
birth to Christian children. They give birth tansers, totally depraved sinners; sinners
who are dead in their trespasses and sins; simitersare rejecters of God and His word
and salvation in God’'s Son, the Lord Jesus Chrias sinners, they will have to be
converted to Christ through the preaching of thepgh repentance of their sins and

putting their faith in Christ to save them.

There is no evidence in the Bible or in the histofyhe apostolic church that children of
Christians were baptized or confirmed or whatevse.e There is no evidence that the
apostles even regarded the children of Christianiset better than the children of non-
Christians. If the children wanted to become QGianis, they had to listen to the gospel
being preached or taught. They had to understaadyvspel. They had to believe the
gospel. And they had to show evidence or fruit thay were saved. If, from a human
standpoint, children met the conditions and dispthyhe evidences of conversion to

Christ, they were baptized subsequent to conversion



We do not refuse to baptize, confirm, dedicatdapthands and pray over babies or older
children because we are Baptists. We refuse becaeshave no such commands in
God’s word. We refuse because the interpretatadrtbe so-called precedents used to
justify these actions are highly questionable. k&fise because these practices have
become additions to the gospel and in some casesrkplaced the gospel. We refuse
because children are born into this world as seaed we do not baptize sinners. We
baptize sinners who have repented of their singpamdheir trust in the Lord Jesus Christ

to save them.

Biblical Christianity stands alone in its doctriaeconversion to Christ. From a human
standpoint, conversion to Christianity is a decisio be made. It is a choice rooted in an
act of the will. It is a choice rooted in the urgtanding of gospel teaching. There can
be no vagueness here. There can be no genetizaiere. The gospel concerning
God, Christ, man, sin, repentance and faith mugiresented, understood, embraced and

acted upon.

Change.

This brings us to the primary point | want to dedh today. If you could use one word
to sum up what Biblical Christianity is all abouthat will that word be? My answer is
the word “change”. Biblical Christianity changes you. Christianngersion changes
you. The word “conversion” points to “change”. You do not change yourself.
Biblical Christianity is not about turning over @&w leaf. Biblical Christianity is not
about improving your lifestyle, your personalityuwy habits, etc. Biblical Christianity is
not a positive thinking program. Biblical Christity is not about renovating a person’s

character through education, training and a chahgavironment.

Biblical Christianity is about God and God radigaind permanently changing you in
Christ, God remaking you in Christ, God workingywur life such a revolution in Christ,

it is literally miraculous.



Christian salvation is, first and foremost, a warikGod in you, a work He began in
eternity, a work He continues in time and a work ¢tenpletes when Christ returns.
Turn to Phil.1:6. Paul wrote, “For | am confident of this very thing, that He who
began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.” “He who
began” is a reference to God. When God saved you, Hesmaply continuing the good
work in you that He began in eternity. Your salvatin Christ is described a% good
work”. It is a good work God began in eternity when ¢h®se you in Christ and

predestined you to adoption as His sons and datsghgeph.1:4-5).

Notice the verse says Gauvill perfect” this good work He has begun in you. The verb
“perfect” means to carry on to completion and to finallynptete. Day by day God
will carry on this good work He began in you. Dayday God will be putting all the
finishing touches to this good work He began in.ydinis good work of salvation in you
will be completed in“the day of Christ Jesus”, that is, in the day Christ returns the
second time. On that day God’s completed workabfegion in you will be declared to

be “very good” because on that day you will be glorified withriSh (Rom.8:30).

There is no good work of salvation that God has begun that He fails to
complete. The emphasis here is on God and not angels or rm&e good work of
salvation that God begins, God will complete. Tharantee is God and there is no

guarantee outside of God.

Paul's confidence about what God will do was ndi-generated. This confidence and
assurance was given to him by the Holy Spirit d@nsd the Holy Spirit who inspired him
to write about this confidence and assurance. Hbly Spirit wants us to have this
confidence and assurancé.am confident” is the same Greek verb found iRom.8:38
where it is translated,”l am convinced.” Turn to Rom.8:38-39. (read). In both
instances the verb is perfect tense which pointeégermanence of the confidence and

assurance we ought to have.



The conclusion is that we must never question Gabisty to complete the good work
of salvation in Christ He has begun in any sinn&le must never question God’s
willingness to complete the good work of salvationChrist that He has begun in any
sinner. The sinner whom God has saved in Chridit e completely and finally
perfected in that day of Christ’s glorious returfihe sinner whom God saves in Christ
will never be lost and can never be lost. Thig faclearly confirmed inRom.8:38-39.
There is absolutely nothing thawill be able to separate us from the love of God,

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

This brings us to the second passage | want usrtsider, 2Cor.5:17. Please turn to this
passage. FronGGen.chap.l we learn about God’s work in creation. Each daybrk
was declared to be good. And when God finishedwdisk of creation, He declared it to

be “very good”. This first creation fell into sin because of Auda disobedience to God.

In 2Cor.5:17 Paul spoke about a different kind of creationkmbiat God is doing in this
world. Paul wrote,“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old
things passed away; behold, new things have come.” If we translate literally, we
get this : “Therefore, if anyone in Christ, a new creation; the old things passed

away, behold, new has come.” The better translation i& new creation.”

Sinners are the old creation. Sinners belongdamtd fallen creation. Sinners belong to
and live under the dictates of the old order tbakteffect after the fall. Conversion is
God’s work of new creation in the sinner. Herghe change: when God saves the
sinner he/she ceases to be old creation and beawemesreation. The change does not
stop there. The change goes further. When Goeks#e sinner He removes or frees the
sinner from the old order and the satanic, fleshbrrupt dictates of the old order and
puts the sinner into the new order and under totatgis of the Holy Spirit-controlled
godly new order. InCol.1:13 we are told that God rescues us from the domain o

darkness, that is, Satan’s domain, and transfets te kingdom of His beloved Son.



Paul wrote, “if anyone is in Christ.” God’s new creation work of salvation is never
done apart from Christ. It is dorfen Christ.” We have seen in our studiesHphesians
that God’s saving work began in eternity with dl@ct (Eph.1:4). But it was election in
Christ. God chose us in Christ. It is through i€th&God predestined us to adoption as
sons. Eph.1:5). It is in Christ we have redemption through Bisod. Eph.1:8).
Eph.1:13 says, “having believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of

promise.”

Philip Hughes wrote, “in Christ” sums up as briefly and as profoundly as
possible the inexhaustible significance of man’s redemption.” “In Christ” we
have all the blessings of salvatiorfln Christ” could mean united to Christ’In

Christ” pictures Christ as a sphere and it means weoaagdd in Him.

“In Christ” God worked in you a radical change of new cresatiat results in a radical
change in your life. This change is not a ren@ratf the old. This change is radical
because it replaces the old creation with a newtiore This change is not physical.
This change is spiritual. This language of nevatiom is found again irGal.6:15. Paul
wrote, “For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new
creation.” God had begun to save the Gentiles through thechneg of the gospel. But
the Judaizers came along and were saying to théil&ethat believing the gospel of
Christ was good but not enough. They were sayifignless you are circumcised
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” (Acts 15:1). Paul's
response was that circumcision was a physicahattirought outward change. Outward
changes were useless in the salvation of sinnehat\the sinner needed was inward

spiritual change that is so radical it must beechlla new creation”.

In 2Cor.4:6 the apostle likened the true conversion expeeidncdhe event of the first
day of the creation week, when God summoned ligiiat being. Paul wrote For God,
who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness”, is the One who has shone in our

hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.”



Let us examine the worthew”. The word“new” does not focus on time. It focuses on
quality. It describes that which is qualitativetyew. God is creating in Christ a
gualitatively new people for Himself. In this neneation work of salvation something
radical happens. Paul wroté&he old things passed away”. The verb Paul used points
to definiteness and finality. There is a defimtement in time when“the old things

passed away”. And there is a finality with whicHthe old things passed away”.

There are many today who cannot identify that $esioment in time when‘the old
things passed away” from their lives. But they know it has happened séhey can
testify to the finality with which it happened. @hknow they are different. They are not
perfect but they are different. You hear them sgythings like : | do not do that
anymore. | do not live that way anymore. The people around them know they are
different. Peter said irlPet.4:4, “they are surprised that you do not run with them
into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign you.” But having tasted and
seen that the Lord is good, those who are a neatiorein Christ know there is no going

back to the old things which passed away.

What does Paul mean Byhe old things”? The answers given by the various writers are
the same even though differently expresskeldighes says “the old things” are “the
distinctions, prejudices, misconceptions, and enslavements of the former
unregenerate way of life.” Garland describes it as‘everything that controlled the
individual's pre-Christian existence.”

He added, “The individual's whole being, value system, and behavior are ...

changed through conversion.”

“The old things” refer to the whole set of conditions and relatops that marks
unbelievers in their unregenerate state. In thigegenerate state they conduct their lives
“according to the flesh”, that is, they are governed in thought and adbpithe desires
of “the flesh”. In this unregenerate state they make their valdgments according to
the flesh. In this unregenerate state they agsagsle, things, events, and issues by the

external worldly corrupted standards of the fle@Harris).



A detailed description of the working dthe flesh” is found in Rom.8:1-11. What is
the flesh? The flesh is human nature as corruplieelcted, and controlled by sin. Paul
tells us the flesh is hostile towards God and Hisdy The flesh cannot please God. And
“the mind set on the flesh is death”. (Rom.8:6). “The mind set on the flesh” is the
mind controlled by and that lives under the dictaiéthe flesh. Note carefully that Paul
did not say that the mind set on the flesh leadtetth or results in death. Paul’s point is

that the mind set on the flesh is death itselis Ih a state of spiritual death.

Paul wrote, “the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.” The old

is gone. The control of the old has been brougtart end. The lordship of the old has
ended. The old has been replaced by the new. eTisean important principle of
replacement here that the Christian must bear mimiGod takes away the old creation
and replaces it with the new creation. God takesyahe old order and replaces it with

the new order. God takes way the old things apthces them with new things.

In the same vein, the Christian is called uponBph.4:22-24 to put off the old and to
put on the new. When God saved you, He gave yeditim foundation of the changes
He made. Now you must go through the lifelong psscof building on this firm
foundation with the changes God requires of yomtke. Once again you are brought
face to face with the principle of you following @&e example or mirroring God’s

actions.

Far too often Christians put off a sinful habit loiat not put on the righteous habit. They
remove a sinful practice but do not replace it wvith righteous practice. Far too often
Christians behave like the man Jesus describedait.12:43-45. (read). The Christian

removes a sinful habit. He sweeps out the garbadeputs things in order. But then he
leaves the space he has cleaned unoccupied. Amdhih wonders why, after a short
period he falls again into the same sin and sonsstimay even fall in a worse manner.

Let us picture your Christian life as a brand newude God has given to you. God didn’t
merely take you out of the old shack you were biMin He also burned the old shack and



all its old contents to make sure of two things(1) that you did not return to the old
shack; (2) that you did not bring any of the old content®ithe new house. So now
you are in the new house but it is empty. It hasfurniture. This is where most
Christians fail.

They do not set out to find and bring the new Gpgdraved furniture into the new house
of the new life God has given them. They sit acband wait for God to bring the new
furniture to them. When God does not do so, theygt and find second hand and old
furniture they are accustomed to and comfortabléh vand bring them into their new
house. And then they sit and wonder why their hewse is an unchanged mess. And
then they come and say;Pastor, | do not understand. | thought my life was

supposed to change.” Hold that thought right there for a moment.

Paul said,“behold, new things have come.” The verb“have come” is perfect tense.
The new has come and come to stay permanently. olthevas brought to an end
decisively and with finality. The new has comehwibundations dug and laid deep, as
far as into eternity past. The roots of the negvraot the fibrous roots of your actions in
time. The roots of the new are the tap roots ofl' &actions sunk deep into eternity.
Garland noted that the individual's whole being, value tegs, and behavior are

changed through conversion.

Harris wrote, “When a person becomes a Christian, he or she experiences a
total restructuring of life that alters its whole fabric — thinking, feeling, willing, and
acting. Anyone who is “in Christ” is “Under New Management” and has
“Altered Priorities Ahead”.”

“Behold, new things have come.” “Behold” functions as a sign calling attention to
what has happened. It sounds an unmistakableafiatpontaneous jubilation. It is the
sudden note of triumph. There may be here alsoa personal testimony from Paul of
the glad surprise he experienced after the LordsJesconciled him to God. Behold!

Take note! In the words of the chord§m a new creation; “I'm a brand new man.”
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In closing this study, | have some questioRs$tstly, are you a new creation in Christ? |
am not asking you if you are a perfect personm In®t asking you if you are struggling
with sin. | am not asking you if you are failing your struggle with sin. | am asking if
you know that God has brought about a basic, fotima, radical change in your life. |
am asking you if you are conscious of the fact tBatl has wrought in you a basic,

foundational, radical transformation of your hearind, will and desires.

Let us not play word games here because the et@gifare of your soul is at stake. The
guestions demand a simple yes or no answer. Ther@ room for answers like | do

not know; | am not sure; | hope so; | would likethink so. Have you experienced in
your heart surprising conviction changes towarasgshin this world you once enjoyed
but never paused to question the morality of suthgs? Have you experienced
surprising changes towards the things of God tloat were never inclined to, had no

interest in and never believed you could enjoy g@in

Have you experienced surprising changes that s &kiPaul's concept of‘behold”,
surprising changes that are a kind of billboarah gttt calls your attention and/or other
peoples’ attention to what is happening in yous?if The day you repented of your sins
and put your trust in Christ to save you, did yogperience changes in your life at the
most foundational levels? | am speaking of spatitthanges you cannot seem to run
from, changes that have made your conscience aliweays that have surprised you,
changes that now make you uncomfortable where yexe wnce comfortable, changes
that stand in your mind like a flashing red lighat you are not able to disconnect.

If your answer is“NO” , then you have no basis for saying that you a&érstian. And
you need to repent of your sins and cry out to @wdmercy. Like the publican, you
need to cry out,'God, be merciful to me, the sinner!” (Lk.18:13).

Secondly, let us go back to the imagery of the brand newsko If God has saved you,
He has moved you out of the old shack you weradivn and given to you a brand new
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house to live in. That's change that is basicnttational and radical. The rules have
also changed. He has given to you a new set e$ ital live by and He has given to you
the ability to live by those rules. Now, you cam gut and get the new free furniture
from God’s warehouse and live by His new rules emmipletely enjoy living in this new

house God has given to you.

Or you can do what so many professed Christiansl@reg : going back to the devil’s

warehouse and buying old, dirty, second-hand fureitand bringing them into God’s
new house and using them to help you live accortinGod’s new rules. But here is
your problem. That switch in God’s house will tight up that old kerosene lamp you
bought from the devil. That plug in the wall wilbt light up that old coal-pot the deuvil
sold you with glowing assurance that it was pelyeatade for the plug in the wall.

Those water fixtures will not work with your oldktuand scrubbing board. And then

these people begin to thinkthis Christian life surely isn’t working out.”

And then the devil comes along and sayk;s not your fault. It's not the fault of
those good things | sold you. It's God’s fault. He gave you a new house with
features you know nothing about and you do not know how to live in that house.
He has made the standards too high for you. He has made you promises that He
is not keeping. You are not blame. God is to blame. He set you up and then

abandoned you.”

Turn to Psa.1l:1-3. (read). The problem is not with God and what God didihe
problem is with the person who is trying to live@od’s house by the devil's rules. The
problem is with the person who is trying to live@od’s house with the counsel of the
wicked and in fellowship with the wicked. The maho enjoys living in God’s new
house and who prospers is the man who delightodisGules and lives by God’s rules.

How are you living in God’s new house that He hagmgto you? There is only one way
to live in that house, and that is, God’s way. ABdd’'s way is neither oppressive, nor

burdensome, nor out of your reach.
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Listen carefully to God’s word fronmisa.55:1-3, “Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to
the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine
and milk without money and without cost. Why do you spend money for what is
not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and
eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance. Incline your ear and come

to Me. Listen, that you may live.”

God's salvation warehouse is open and everythirigges There is nothing sub-standard
in this warehouse. There is nothing old in thiset@use. But it's all free. All you have
to do is come and load up and delight yourself od'6 abundance. So why are you
believing the devil’'s lie and shopping for expemsisub-standard, old things in the

devil’'s warehouse?



