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Review.

The Lord Jesus taught His disciples to pr&®ur Father who is in heaven, Hallowed

be Your name.” (Matt.6:9). The doctrine of the Fatherhood of God is preserthe
O.T. Its presence, however, is limited. IDeut.32:6 the Israelites are asked the
guestion, “Is not He your Father who has bought you?” 1sa.63:16 says, “For You
are our Father, though Abraham does not know us and Israel does not recognize
us. You, O Lord, are our Father, our Redeemer from of old is Your name.”
|sa.64:8 says, “But now, O Lord, You are our Father.” In Deut.14:1 Moses said to

the Israelites,"You are the sons of the Lord your God.”

The doctrine of the Fatherhood of God takes a @ectdrn with Jesus!Father” was
His favorite term for addressing God. Jesus uksedame“Father” approximately65
times in the first three gospels and 0¥60 times in the gospel of John. The expression
“Abba! Father!” was first used by Jesus Mk.14:36. In Rom.8:15 and Gal.4:6 the
believer in Christ who is adopted into the famifyGnd is given the privilege to call God
“Abba! Father!”. We are told that there is no evidence in preisiibn Jewish writings
that the Jews addressed God &&bba” . “Abba” is a term of peculiar intimacy.
“Abba” was the term little children used when they asisied their fathers.

In JIn.13:33 Jesus called His discipletittle children.” It is the Greek wordteknion

and it is derived fromteknon which means“children” . Teknion became a favorite
term of endearment for the apostle John. 1dohn he addressed the believers as
teknion seven times. [ead] 1Jn.2:1, 12, 28; 3:7, 18; 4:4; 5:21) In Paul letters
God is described asFather” over40 times. Jesus taught His disciples to address God

as “Father” . This was not merely one of the ways by whichdiseiples should address



God. “Father” was the primary way by which the disciples shoadiiiress God. It
must be noted that Jesus was careful to make aasigpabetween Himself and His
disciples in their address to God. This distinctis clearly emphasized idn.20:17.
The risen Lord told Mary to‘go to My brethren and say to them, “l ascend to My

Father and your Father, and my God and your God”.

How Great A Love.

In our last study we saw that sinners who areivergin Christ unto salvation become
the sons and daughters of God by adopti®avid Jackman wrote, “Adoption is a
legal action by which a person takes into his family a child who is not his own,
who has no rights within that family, in order to give that child all the privileges of
his own children.” God legally adopts sinners forgiven in Christ intis household and
they receive all the rights and privileges of fildledged children. Adoption is the
gracious manifestation of great divine love tosheer. It is literally a love that is out of
this world. John wrote;See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that
we should be called children of God; and such we are.... Beloved, now we are
the children of God. ” (1Jn.3:1-2).

John is literally blown away by this gracious masthtion of divine love. | want us to
take some time this morning to examine in someildetzat John said with the prayer
that the truths revealed by John would grip ourtseas it did John. The vertsee” or
“behold” is a command. John is seeking to rouse his read@&lo something. He wants
to rouse them to direct their attention to someghamd contemplate it, reflect upon it.
That something is the love God our Father has rest&fl to us. John wants you to give
more than a fleeting contemplation to the Fathiews. He wants you to contemplate the
Father’s love for you until the reality of it sinkwn into the depths of your being. He
wants you to contemplate the Father’s love for yatil you are so startled and amazed

and astonished, you are left breathless.



Have you ever taken the time to prayerfully meditapon, to reflect upon the Father’s
love for you in Christ? It is Paul's prayer thatuyas a Christian,'being rooted and
ground in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth
and length and height and depth, and to know the Lord of Christ which surpasses
knowledge.” (Eph.3:17-19). This prayer is not fanciful because it comesisdby the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Do you pray thisayer? Do you pursue the goals of this

prayer?

“How great” is one Greek word that actually meénf what country”. It is a word that
expresses astonishment, amazement, admiratiors Widrd is found several times in the
N.T. But | want us to note two examples, one nawl ¢he other later on. The first
example is inMatt.8:27. There is a serious storm raging in the seausJeksciples are
sure they are about to die. But Jesus is asl€ébpy quickly woke up Jesus with the cry,
“Save us, Lord, we are perishing!” Jesus got up and calmed the raging sea with a
rebuke. Andvs.27 says His discipleswere amazed, and said, “What kind of man

is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”

Our word is translated;what kind of”. “What kind of man is this?” Who really is this
man? Where did this man come from? This man &sdategory different from anything
we have come across before. The implication frofm3 use of this same word is
what kind of love is this? Where did this kindlofe come from? It is a love that is so
amazing and astonishing, it is in a category obws. It is a love that is utterly different
from anything we have come across and / or expeeckioefore. It is a love in which

God takes all the initiative and God achieves #seiit He desires.

Let me attempt to illustrate this love would you love a young man who raped and
murdered your daughter? Would you forgive him addpt him into your family with
all the rights and privileges of a son? Would lawpoung woman who seduced, betrayed
and murdered your son? Would you forgive her at@ptiher into your family with all

the rights and privileges of a daughter?



Picture for a moment a judge sitting in judgmentaojoung man who has raped and
murdered his daughter. The young man is foundygaiid duly sentenced. But then the
judge proceeds to pardon the young man and legalbpt him into his family. The
judge then escorts the young man to his own cardaveés the young man to his own
home. When they arrive at the judge’s home, thgguopens the door, stands inside the
doorway and extends his hands to the young marsays, “welcome home”. What

would you think of this judge?

Now understand this as a sinner in the eyes of God you are far, &rwbrse than the
rapist / murderer and the seductress / murderdre problem with us is that we see
ourselves as every criminal sees himself or herdadf you know that the jails across this
world are filled with only innocent people? Thdlseee themselves as innocent not-so-
bad people. But the law sees them for what thdy &ire : criminals. Take a good look
at yourself from God’s perspective and from thespective of His Law. Look at

yourself as God looks at you. See yourself as &g you.

1Sam.16:7 says,“man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the
heart.” In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus made it cledrttigasins committed in the
heart are just as bad as the sins that are acta@iynitted. In the N.T. the sins of anger
and hate are seen as violations of the sixth cordmant, “You shall not murder.”
(Ex0d.20:13; Matt.5:21-22; 1Jn.3:15). Lust is seen as adultery. Exod.20:14;
Matt.5:27-28). In Lk.16:15 Jesus said to the Phariseé¥,ou are those who justify
yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; for that which is
highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God.” Note the word
“detestable”. It also means “abomination”. It was originally used to describe

something that was offensive because of its smell.

Jn.2:25 says Jesus knows what is in man. No one hasllitédim. In Mk.7:21-22
Jesus said,For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts,
fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting, and wickedness, as

well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.”



If you see yourself as God sees you, you woulddisziover a not-so-bad person. If, as a
sinner, you see yourself as God sees you, youbwitompletely horrified and repulsed.
If, as a sinner, you see the dark depravities ur yeart that God sees, | assure you that
you wouldn’t love yourself. When Job got a truangise of his own heart, note how he
responded to God. Idob 40:4 he said to God;Behold, | am vile.” In Job 42:6, he
said, “I abhor myself, and | repent in dust and ashes.” Ezra said,”O my God, | am
ashamed and embarrassed to lift up my face to You, my God, for our iniquities
have risen above our heads and our guilt has grown even to the heavens.” (Ezra
9:6).

When a sinner gets even a little glimpse of how Geels him, the inevitable question is
always asked: Why would God love a person like me? That peradrom you

wouldn’t love, that person whom you would abhor ae$pise and want to run away
from, that person whom you believe God would netl|ahat’s the person God loved,

forgave and adopted into His family with all thghis and privileges of sonship.

Do you know your own heart? Do you see your haaiGod sees it? Do you know even
a little of the dark depravities that live withimyr heart? Even as a redeemed, blood-
washed, forgiven, justified sinner, do you know amdlerstand the dark depravities of

the remaining sin that dwells in you? Or do yoe geurself as a not-so-bad person?

Commentators have struggled to capture John’s mgdrere. Why? God is the Judge.
And God has done something that has never beenlikfioee. He has done something
that is completely outside of the pale of humaneeigmce and understanding. He has
done something we would not do. Here is love thah a category that is unknown to

us.

One man translated, “See what glorious, measureless love the Father has
bestowed on us.” Hiebert noted that this love“is amazing indeed when we
remember the personal destitution of those He loves.” Stott wrote, “The Father’s

love is so unearthly, so foreign to this world, that [John] wonders from what



country it may come from.” Ross said the love of God in Christ for sinners iseign

to this world; it is not flower that has blossomedhe cold climate of this world.

Daniel Akin wrote, “God’s love is foreign to humankind in that we cannot
understand the magnitude of such love. It astonishes, amazes, and creates
wonder within those who properly reflect upon it.” Burdick wrote, “God loves the
sinner, not because He is drawn to him by his lovableness, but because, in spite
of man’s unloveliness, God sets His mind and will on seeking man’s highest

good. This is what is amazing about God’s love.”

Now Brethren, the John who wrote the verse we ardysg is the John who walked
with Jesus for three years and witnessed all ais)esstounding miracles. This is the
John who was Jesus’ closest friend on this eartb.is described as the disciple whom
Jesus loved. J0.13:23; 19:26). But in his old age what continued to astonisth amaze
John? Remembering how Lazarus was raised fronrde¢hd? Remembering how Jesus
walked on the water? Remembering how Jesus cdlneechging storm? The answer is
an emphatic*'NO!” to all these questions. In his old age the bimgtthat never ceased
to astonish John, to overwhelm John, to astound Jads the Father’'s love in making
him a child of God. The one thing that John cawdti fully comprehend was the Father’s
love in making him a child of God. This astoundimgcomprehensible gracious love
greatly humbled John’s heart.

Here is something you need to think carefully aboutas a Christian what astonishes
you, astounds you, overwhelms you? As you groverold Christ, what astounds you
and overwhelms you? As you grow older in Chridhatvdoes your mind focus upon,

meditate upon, reflect upon?

But | want you to note that John’s astonishmemtaslimited to the fact that the Father
made one depraved sinner into a child of God. Natewords “us” and “we” in
1Jn.3:1-2. John astonishment extends to the fact that #ibeF made us, a countless

number of depraved sinners, into children of Gdah love and forgive and adopt one



depraved, lawless, desperately wicked, detestainersin this manner is one thing. But
to love and forgive and adopt a countless numbedegraved, lawless, desperately

wicked, detestable sinners, well, that is beyohdahprehension.

The sentence John actually wrote:is“See how great a love He has bestowed on
us, the Father.” The position in which John put the word&he Father”, further
emphasizes God’'s Fatherly character, the intimdcyhe relationship the Father has
established with us, and John’s astonishment tbdttGe Father would bestow such love

upon us.

Take note now of the verbhas bestowed”. It may be also translatethas lavished”.
The verb speaks of the gracious lavish bestowahrofunearned gift. The gift is
graciously and freely given and, once given, itrmarbe withdrawn. The verb is perfect
tense and this emphasizes the permanence of thgivgh and the result achieved. The
gift given is “so great a love” and the result achieved is that we are the amldf
God. The gift of “so great love” cannot be withdrawn. Our status as the chilaren
God cannot be changed. We have been moved frong Ible¢ children of the devil to
being the children of God. There is no going batke process is irreversible. Let this

grip your soul: this process by which you became a child of Gadeversible.

To be loved so graciously, unconditionally and tlessly is often very difficult for us to
grasp. There is no love in this world, expressadl @acticed, that is purely gracious and
/ or unconditional and / or limitless. As childreve learned that parental love is a
mixture of grace and earning. We learned timeagain that conditions applied and that
there were limits. When we come to God our Heav€&ialther and His dealings with us,
we bring along this experiential baggage. Andves find it difficult to comprehend and
accept this lavish bestowal of the Father’s loverups.

The result is that we are always trying to be geandugh to persuade God that we are
worthy of His love and / or to keep loving us. Whee do this, we pervert the grace of

God into a religion of works. God’s so great Idee us is not conditioned by whether



we are good or bad. We are bad. He lavishedd¥is bn us when we were totally bad
and made us His children. Let it grip your souwtticod’s love for you is gracious,

unconditional and limitless. You cannot do anythia earn it. You cannot do anything
to enhance it. You cannot do anything that witr@ase it. You cannot do anything that
will cause God to withdraw it. But at the samedjrhurge you to flee from the devil's

licentious whisper that God’s love is indulgenteaRlove, whether divine or human, is
never indulgent. This is whyHeb.12:6 says, “Those whom the Lord loves He

disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.”

Now | want you to note one more point as we cldge study of 1Jn.3:1-2. The
disciples asked the question concerning JesWghat kind of man is this?” From
John’s command we can ask the questitiihat kind of love is this?” Jesus, who is in
a category all by Himself, brought to us the Fdthiewve that is in a category all by itself.
And we who received this uniqligo great love” are called to live a quality of life that is

in a category all by itself.

Turn to 2Pet.3:11. The context of Peter’'s statement is the Lorésosd coming, the
Lord’s patience towards sinners so that they cowtdne to repentance, and the
destruction of all things that belong to this oidldn creation. In view of these things
Peter wrote, “Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of
people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness.” Our word is translated

“what sort of” .

The word “ought” is the Greek verldei that is often translatetinust”. The root idea

in the verb is, “it is binding”. This verb does not leave us with options becausets
before us that which is divinely necessary. Faneple, Jn.3:7 says “You must be
born again.” The new birth is not optional. When Jesus spokéhe fulfillment of
prophecies, He used the verbmust”. (cf. Matt.24:6; 26:54). The fulfillment of
Biblical prophecy is not optional. When Jesus &ok His sufferings and death, He
used the verd'must” . (cf. Mk.8:31). The things He had to suffer and the death HE ha

to die were not optional. When the Scriptures spok Jesus’ resurrection, the word



“must” was used. Jn.20:9). Jesus’ resurrection was not optional. Petsajsng to us
that holy conduct and godliness are binding uponTusey are divine necessities that are

not optional for the Christian.

The word “holy” emphasizes the separation from evil and the dadit to God that
must mark our daily conduct and activities. Thedsgo‘conduct” and “godliness” are

in the plural. The literal idea is what sort of people must you be in acts of holy
conduct and in acts of godlinessThe plural points to the different forms and direns

in which your new moral character in Christ musipthy itself. “What sort of” points
to the fact that your holy conduct, your godly ans, your Biblically-based choices, your
God-glorifying decisions must draw from the watghinorld an exclamation of puzzled

astonishment and admiration.

The question that the disciples asked concernisgslenust now be asked concerning
you : What kind of man is this? What kind of womarhs? What kind of young man
is this? What kind of young woman is this? THehat sort of” love the Father
lavishly and irreversibly bestowed on us is notiradulgent love. This“what sort of”
love requires that we live &vhat sort of” quality of life. So the question is you who
have experienced thwhat sort of” quality of love from our Heavenly Father, you who
bear the name and status that you are a child of @bat sort of life are you living
before this watching world?

Before you were saved you were described as a sdisabedience. Eph.2:2). You
were described as sons of disobedience who wenegféitce wrath of God. Hph.5:6.)
When the Lord saved you and made you His childsen, became the children of
obedience. 1Pet.1:14). As the children of God, is your life saying tthau are the
children of obedience? By your obedience to HelgvEather and His revealed word,
are you living that godly quality of life that ispuzzle to people? Are you living that
godly quality of life that astonishes people?
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Or are you living that quality of life that saysuwyare no different to the world, that says
you are still conformed to this world, that saysuiyare still a friend of this world, that
says that you still love this world? Paul's comihas “do not be conformed to this
world.” (Rom.12:2). Why, we must be daily conformed to Christ besgathat is the
great goal of our sanctification and final gloréton. Rom.8:29-30). Peter says,'as
the children of obedience, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were
yours....” (1Pet.1:14). James warns that friendship with the world mengy against
God. (as.4:4).

And John said,’Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” (1Jn.2:15). Note carefully the
expression,“the love of the Father.” If the love of the Father is in you, you would no
love the world. But if the love of the Fathernet in you, then you are not a child of
God. Let us take heed to these truths. Let usigaour hearts in the light of them. Let
us seek God and assure our hearts that we arethilghildren of our Father who is in

heaven.



